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ABSTRACT 
 
 
Festika Sari, C 1304020, 2007. AN ANALYSIS OF IMPLICATURES IN 
REQUEST EXPRESSIONS OF DRAMA ENTITLED A RAISIN IN THE SUN 
BY LORRAINE HANSBERRY. Thesis: English Department, Faculty of Letters 
and Fine Arts. Sebelas Maret University. 
 
This research is conducted in a descriptive qualitative method. The source of 
the data is a drama script entitled ‘A Raisin in the Sun’. It uses total sampling, 33 
samples are found. The researcher classifies the strategies of request based on 
Anna Trosborg's classification of request strategies and analyzes the maxims of 
the conversation containing request expressions, finally the implicatures are 
revealed from the request expressions. 
Three problem statements are studied in this thesis. First, it studies about the 
strategies employed in the request expressions in the drama. Second, it studies 
how the maxims are applied in the conversation containing request expressions in 
the drama. The last, it figures out how the implicatures in the request expressions 
in the drama are revealed.  
 The analysis is carried out in three steps. Firstly, the data are classified 
based on the request strategies used by the characters in the drama entitled ‘A 
Raisin in the Sun’. Secondly, the data are described based on the maxims. Thirdly, 
the implicatures of the request expressions are revealed. 
 From the analysis, it can be concluded that three findings are found. The 
first finding is that five request strategies are applied by the characters in the 
drama. The five strategies are Hinting strategy, Ability/Willingness, Suggestory 
formulae, Wishes, and the last is the request strategy of Desires/Needs. The 
request strategy of Hinting strategy is applied by 12 data. The request strategy of 
Ability/Willingness is applied by 9 data. Next, the request strategy of Suggestory 
formulae is used by 8 data. The last two request strategies are Wishes, and 
Desires/Needs, each of them is applied by 3 data. The second finding is that the 
analysis of the maxim of manner is impossible to be done. This is because the 
researcher collects the data by only reading the data without watching the drama 
so that the intonations and the expressions of the speaker while they express the 
request can not be known by the researcher. However, 9 data fulfill the maxims of 
Quantity, Quality and Relevance. In term of maxims of quantity, 12 data fulfill 
this maxim. Meanwhile, 22 data violate this maxim. In the maxim of quality, 21 
data obey this maxim. Meanwhile, 14 data violate the maxim of quality. In the 
application of the maxim of relevance, it is found that 18 data fulfilled this 
maxim, and 17 data violate the maxim of relevance. The last finding is that most 
of the request expressions have implicatures. 14 Data do not have any 
implicatures. The implicatures are revealed from the request strategy and also 
from its context. 
 
 
Ix 
  
CHAPTER I 
 
INTRODUCTION 
A. Research Background 
 In his or her course of life, man always needs language to establish the 
relation with others. Language is an instrument of human beings in the society. It 
can be used to communicate with other people since in daily life man interacts 
with other people. In addition, communication helps him or her in maintaining his 
or her life. He or she uses languages to formulate his intentions, expresses his 
feelings, and creates cooperation with other people. Man interacts naturally with 
other people in his environment and society. To achieve communication, he needs 
tools of communication in which language is one of them. Through 
communication, man avoids the frustrating loneliness of isolation and finds a way 
of satisfying his needs and wants. Besides, the other people who he interacts with 
will understand what he needs or wants simply by uttering his need in words or 
sentences. This is why communication is categorized as one kind of social 
process. 
 Conversation is a real form of language use. It is an exchange of words, 
sentences, and many other expressions which happen when two or more people 
are involved in talking about a certain thing and in a certain situation. Yule (1996: 
47) says that in attempting to express themselves, people do not only produce 
utterances containing grammatical structure and words, but they perform actions 
through those sentences. 
Man does not merely say the words or sentences to communicate what is on 
his mind to other people, but actually he performs what we call speech acts. 
Searle (1969: 16) states that speaking a language is performing speech acts or 
actions such as making statement, giving commands, asking questions, 
  
making promises, and so on. The speech act or actions performed in the 
utterance of a sentence are in general a function of the meaning of the 
sentence.  
The meaning of a sentence is not always determined by its grammatical 
structure of the sentence, but there is a lot more than the meaning of its 
sentence or words. By his sentence, a speaker may mean more than what he 
actually says. This can produce an implied meaning. In conducting analysis, 
the researcher relies on implicature, focused on the conversational implicature. 
Since the speech acts are divided into several types namely ‘requesting’, 
‘commanding’, ‘questioning’, and ‘informing’, then the researcher is going to 
limit the study only on the requesting.   
Request is one type of speech acts. A request is an illocutory act whereby a 
speaker (requester) conveys to a hearer (requestee) that he/she wants the requestee 
to perform an act which is for the benefits of the speaker. The act may be a 
request for non-verbal goods and services, i.e. a request for an object, an action or 
some kind of services, etc., or it can be a request for verbal goods and services, 
i.e. a request for information (Trosborg 1995: 187). 
Related to implicature study, Searle states that the essential condition of 
requests is an attempt on the part of S to get H to do but which nevertheless omit 
mention (or specification) of the desired act and avoid mentioning the hearer as 
the intended agent (1969: 66). Such requests are indirect realizations of the 
speaker’s intention to make the hearer perform.  
Leech’s states that “one can really understand the nature of language 
unless he understands pragmatics, how language is used in communication”. 
Therefore, implicatures as one of its study is important to achieve a good and 
effective communication. 
Implicature is process of interpretation based on situation or context, by 
means of which one can interpret what speaker implies, suggests, or means in a 
different way from what he literally says. Gazdar (1978) defines implicature as a 
  
proposition that is implied by the utterance of a sentence in a context, even though 
that proposition is not a part of nor entailment of what was actually said. 
 The concept of implicature is developed by Grice. His concept is actually a 
theory about how people use language. In implicature, Grice states that there are 
four basic maxims that specify the participants have to do in order to converse in 
maximally efficient, rational, cooperative way where they should speak sincerely, 
relevantly, orderly, informatively, and clearly, while providing sufficient 
information (Grice, 1975: 100-102). There are four basic maxims of conversation, 
namely: maxim of Quality, Quantity, Relevance, and Manner. 
 Trosborg presents the categorization of request with no explicit requestive 
illocutionary force. This can be seen in the request expression used in the 
conversation in drama entitled ‘A raisin in the Sun’ by Lorraine Hansberry. 
Walter That’s what you mad about, ain’t it? The things I want to talk about with 
my friends just   couldn’t be important in your mind, could they? (He 
rises and finds a cigarette in her handbag on the table and crosses to the 
little window and looks out, smoking and deeply enjoying the first one). 
Ruth (Almost matter of factly, a complain too automatic to deserve emphasis).
 Why you always got to smoke before you eat in the morning? 
The context of the situation is that Walter complains to his wife, Ruth, 
because she considers that to make a business with his friends is just a 
worthless idea. He is disappointed with her. Then he finds a cigarette and 
lights it up. Instead of answering Walter’s question, Ruth asks Walter about 
his habit to smoke before breakfast. 
 Ruth employs request strategy of Hinting strategy. She looks like only asking 
why Walter always got to smoke before he eats. In fact, she requests him to 
stop smoking.  
 Ruth’s request “Why you always got to smoke before you eat in the 
morning?” implicates that she asks Walter to stop smoking. 
  
 Based on the example above, the researcher is interested to analyze the 
implicatures on the request expressions in the conversation on the drama. 
 
B. Problem Statement 
Based on the research background above, the problem statements are arranged 
as follows: 
1. What strategies are employed in the request expressions in the drama? 
2. How are the maxims applied in the conversation containing request 
expressions in the drama? 
3. How are the implicatures in the request expressions in the drama revealed? 
 
 C. Problem Limitation 
 To limit the analysis of the implicature, the researcher will focus only on 
request expression in the form of question. The implicature will be analyzed from 
request strategy and also from the context in which the request occurs. The 
researcher will analyze the request based on Trosborg’s request strategies.  
 This research takes the conversation in the drama entitled A Raisin In The 
Sun by Lorraine Hansberry as the data. The researcher takes all the request 
expression in the form of question found in the conversations. 
 
 D. Research Objectives 
 In line with the problem statement, the objectives of the research are: 
1. To describe the request strategies employed in the drama. 
2. To describe how the maxims applied in the conversation contains request 
expressions in the drama.  
  
3. To describe how are the implicatures realized in the requests in the drama.   
 
E. Research Benefits 
 The research is expected to be beneficial to: 
 
 
 
1. Students. 
 The result of this research can be used as a reference in studying the 
conversational implicatures on the request expressions applied in the Cooperative 
Principle and its maxims.  
2. Other Researchers. 
 The result of the study is hoped to be a stimulant that will lead them to 
conduct more comprehensive research in such topics. 
 
F. Research Methodology 
 In this research, the researcher uses a descriptive method. She only 
collects, classifies, analyses, and concludes it, as stated by Sutrisno (1983) that 
descriptive method is the research method which is only collecting data, analyzing 
data, and then drawing a conclusion. 
 The researcher uses all the data taken from a drama script entitled A Raisin 
in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry. She only focuses on the request expression in 
the form of question. Further details of the research methodology are discussed in 
chapter III. 
  
G. Thesis Organization 
 This research will be organized as follow: 
Chapter I: INTRODUCTION consists of Research Background, Problem 
Statement, Problem Limitation, Research Objectives, Research Benefit, 
Research Methodology, and Thesis Organization. 
Chapter II: LITERARY REVIEW consists of Pragmatics, Context, 
Implicature, Cooperative Principle, Speech Acts, Requests Strategies, 
Summary of Drama, and Review of the Related Study. 
Chapter III: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY consists of Research Method, 
Data and Data Source, Sample and Sampling Technique, 
Technique of Collecting Data, Data Encoding, and Technique of 
Analyzing Data. 
Chapter IV: DATA ANALYSIS consists of Introduction, Analysis of Data and 
Discussion. 
Chapter V: CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
APPENDICES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER II 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
Comment [T1]:  
  
A. Definition of Pragmatics 
The term of modern pragmatics was first introduced by Charles Morris who 
concerned with semiotics, the study of signs. Morris distinguished three 
branches of inquiry within semiotics. They are syntactic, the study of formal 
relations of signs to one another, semantics the study of relations of signs to 
the objects to which the signs are applicable and pragmatics, the study of the 
relations of signs to interpreters (Levinson 1983: 1). Then, there has been a 
tendency to use pragmatics exclusively as a division of linguistics semiotics. 
 “Pragmatics is the study of those (theories and anything) that relation 
between language and context that are gramaticalized, or encoded in the structure 
of language” (Levinson, 1983: 9). Referring to this statement, pragmatics is the 
study of those aspects of the relationship between language and context that are 
relevant to the writing of grammars. Further he states that ‘pragmatics’ can be 
usefully defined as the study of how utterances have meanings in situations’. 
From this definition, it can be seen that pragmatics is the study of contextual 
meaning. 
 Leech argues that one cannot really understand the nature of language 
itself unless he understands pragmatics, how language is used in communication. 
Pragmatics has become a more important branch of linguistics (1983: 1). 
 Based on the definition previously cited, it can be inferred that pragmatics 
is the study of meaning that is contained in the utterance in term of the context. 
Meaning here, does not refer to the lexical or grammatical meaning but it does to 
the speaker meaning, a meaning that the speaker intends to evoke in his or her 
utterance. 
 Therefore, in pragmatics view, to appreciate and to interpret the meaning 
of an utterance, one has to consider the relation between the language and its 
  
context. The writer needs to involve the interpretation of what people mean in a 
particular context and how the context influences what is said. 
 
B. Context 
 Context is an important aspect in interpreting or understanding the 
meaning of an utterance. Every utterance is living in its context, so its 
interpretation should be based on the context. The importance of context in 
language can be seen from the opinion of Levinson who says that “Pragmatics is 
the study of ability of language users to pain (connect) sentence with the context 
in which they would be appropriate” (1983: 24). 
 Context is a relevant aspect of physical or social setting of an utterance. It 
is the background knowledge shared by a speaker in understanding their 
utterances. It has an important role in determining the language meaning. The 
roles are limiting the range of context in interpreting and also supporting the 
intended interpretation (Levinson 1983: 26). 
 Malinowski states that there are two notions of context, context of 
situation and that of culture, both have an essential role in the interpretation of 
meaning. Context of situation is the situation in which the utterance event occurs, 
the environment of the text. While context of culture is the cultural or historical 
setting the participant has. In order to understand the meaning of any utterance, 
one should know and understand the cultural background of the language. It can 
include participant or people who are involved in speech, time, place, social 
environment, political condition, etc (in Halliday & hasan, 1985: 6). 
  
 There are various opinions about the extent of which the term ‘context’ 
should cover, but the experts seem to have an agreement that context is the 
background of knowledge shared by the speaker (when he produces the massage) 
and the hearer (when he interprets the massage). 
 
C. Scope of Pragmatics 
Stalnaker (in Levinson, 1983:27) states that pragmatics is the study of deixis, 
implicature, presupposition, speech act, and conversational structure. 
a. Deixis 
 The term deixis is borrowed from the Greek word, which means pointing 
or indicating. Deixis functions as references to refer to words, phrases, clauses, or 
sentences which have been mentioned before. 
 Deixis belongs to the domain of pragmatics, because it directly concerns 
the relationship between the structure of languages and the context in which they 
are used (Levinson, 1983: 55). There are five categories of deixis, namely: person, 
place, discourse and social deixis. 
 Person deixis concerns with the encoding of the role of participants in the 
speech event. It includes three encoding, namely: first, second and third person. 
The examples of expression used to point to person are me, you, them, etc. Place 
deixis concerns the specification of locations or place according to the location of 
the participants in the speech event. It is encoded in demonstrative (that, this, etc) 
and deictic adverb of place (here, there, etc). Time deixis concerns the encoding 
  
of temporal points and according to the time at which an utterance is spoken. It is 
commonly grammaticalized in adverb of time, for example: now, yesterday, etc. 
 Discourse deixis deals with the encoding of reference to discourse. There 
are two kinds of discourse deixis. They are anaphoric and non-anaphoric 
reference. Anaphoric reference refers to discourse, which has been told. On the 
other hand, non-anaphoric reference refers to discourse, which has not been told. 
Social deixis concerns the encoding of social distinction that is relative to the 
participants’ roles. It deals with aspects of social background between the 
speakers and hearers or some references. 
 It is essential to distinguish different kinds of usage of deictic expressions. 
Fillmore (in Levinson,1983: 65) distinguishes two kinds of deictic usage, namely: 
gestural usage and symbolic usage. The term used in a gestural usage can be 
interpreted with reference, which is determined by monitoring and hearing the 
speech event. In contrast, symbolic usage of deictic terms require for their 
interpretation only knowledge of the basic spatio-temporal parameters of the 
speech event. Briefly the distinction is that gestural usage requires a moment-by-
moment physical monitoring of the speech event for their interpretation, while 
symbolic usage makes reference only to contextual coordinates available to 
participants’ antecedent to the utterance. 
b. Implicature 
 The first key idea of implicature was proposed by Grice in William James, 
lectures at Harvard in 1967 and it is still only partially published (Levinson, 1983: 
100). Implicature is a proportion based on the interpretation of the language use 
and its context of communication in a bound that the participants can interpret 
  
what the implication of an utterance in a different way from what the speaker 
actually says (Grice 1975: 156). 
 Grice divides implicature into two types. They are: 
a. Conventional implicature 
 Conventional implicature is not based on the cooperative principle or the 
maxims. It does not have to occur in conversation, and they do not depend on 
special context for their interpretation. 
 Conventional implicature is associated with specific words and result in 
additional conveyed meaning when those words are used. For example is the word 
“but”. 
   John failed to win, but then he didn’t even try. 
      (Adapted from Gazdar 1979: 40) 
 The example above implicates that, one who fail, in this case John, must 
keep on trying to reach his success. In fact, the word but implicates that John 
preferred to accept his fail rather than to get his success. 
b. Conversational implicature 
Conversational implicature reveals an implied meaning that can be 
assumed only by participants that are involved in the speech event, or by ones 
who understand the context of the speech event.  Conversational implicature is 
divided into two kinds. They are: 
1. Particularized conversational implicature.  
Particularized conversational implicature arises because of some special factor 
inherent in the context of utterance and is not normally carried by the sentence 
used. 
For example: 
  Ann: Where you going with the dog? 
  
  Sam: To the V-E-T. 
      (Adapted from Yule 1985: 43) 
 In the local context of these speakers, the dog is known to recognize the 
word ‘vet’, and to hate being taken there, so Sam produces a more elaborate, 
spelled out version of his message, implicating that he doesn’t want the dog to 
know the answer to the question just asked.  
2. Generalized conversational implicature 
Generalized conversational implicature arises without any particular 
context. 
For example: 
  I was sitting in a garden one day. A child looked over the fence. 
      (Adapted from Yule 1985: 41) 
 The above example implicates that the garden and the child mentioned are 
not the speaker’s, are calculated on the principle that if the speaker was capable of 
being more specific, then he/she would have said ‘my garden’ and ‘my child’. 
c. Presupposition 
 Presupposition is regarded as a concept to determine the truth of sentence 
or utterance in an interpretation of an utterance meaning. Presupposition has to be 
owned by the speaker and the hearer in the same concept. For example: 
a. Sue cried before she finished her thesis. 
b. Sue finished her thesis. 
(Adapted from Levinson, 1983: 187) 
  
 The sentence in example b is presupposition of sentence a. When the 
speaker said an utterance like in example a, the hearer will have presupposition as 
in example b.  
d. Speech Act 
Searle (1969: 21-25) states that speech act is the basic unit of communication, 
taken together with the principle of expressibility. He suggests that there are a 
series of analytic connections between the notion of speech act, what the speaker 
means, what the sentence (or other linguistic element) uttered means, what the 
speaker intends, what the hearer understands, and what the rules governing the 
linguistic elements are, whereas according to Yule (1985: 100) the term of covers 
‘actions’ such as ‘requesting’, ‘commanding’, questioning’, and ‘informing’. 
 Austin makes distinction between three kinds of speech acts: 
1.  Locutionary act, which is the act of something in the full of sense of 'say'. 
2.  Illocutionary act, which is the act performed in saying something. 
3.  Perlocutionary act, which is the act performed by or as a result of saying. 
Below is an example of the existence of those three acts (locutionary, 
illocutionary and perlocutionary) in an utterance. 
 I’ve just made some coffee. 
        (Yule, 1985: 48) 
 In the utterance above, the speaker is doing a locutionary act “I’ve just 
made some coffee”. The speaker is also doing illocutionary act which has 
illocutionary force of making a statement, an offer, an explanation to the 
addressee to inform that the coffee has been made by him/her. While, the hearer 
will recognize the effect of the utterance such as to account for a wonderful smell, 
  
or to get the hearer to drink some coffee, this is the perlocutionary act. 
Perlocutionary act is a non-linguistic act performed as a consequence of the 
locutionary and illocutionary act. 
 As can be seen from the example above, when someone uttering sentence, 
he is actually doing three acts of speaking in the same time: locutionary act 
(producing an utterance), illocutionary act (doing something in the utterance), and 
perlocutionary act (doing something to the hearer by producing the utterance). If 
the three acts are in harmony, the utterance will give contribution to effective 
communication. 
 Searle (1969) proposes that there are just five basic kinds of action that 
one can perform in speaking, by means of the following five types of utterances: 
1. representatives, which commit the speaker to the truth of the expressed 
proposition (paradigm cases: asserting, concluding, etc). 
2. directives, which are attempts by the speaker to get the addressee to do 
something (paradigm cases: requesting, questioning). 
3. commisives, which commit the speaker to some future course of action 
(paradigm cases; promising, threatening, offering). 
4. expressives, which express a psychological state (paradigm cases: 
thanking, apologizing, welcoming, congratulating). 
5. declarations, which effect immediate changes in the institutional state of 
affairs and which tend to rely on elaborate extra-linguistic institutions 
(paradigm cases: excommunicating, declaring war, christening, firing from 
employment). 
e. Conversational Structure 
  
 Conversational structure concerns the organization of conversation. Every 
conversation is a unit which has a structure which can be described through 
conversation analysis. 
 There are three most basic findings in conversation structure that are the 
result of conversation analysis, namely: turn taking, adjacency pair, and overall 
organization (Levinson, 1983: 296). 
 In turn taking, participants share their distribution of turn in speaking. The 
participants have to understand and appreciate each other in taking their turn in 
speaking. 
 Besides, the cooperation and understanding among participants can be 
seen adjacency pairs in a conversation. When one gives a greeting, the other will 
response him by giving a greeting too. There are adjacent or connected utterance 
which are formed in a pair. The pair might consist of greeting-greeting, question-
answer, summons-response, etc. 
 An overall organization is the last feature of conversation. The 
understanding and cooperation among the participants in the speech event form an 
organization of conversation. Commonly a conversation consists of opening, 
topic, and closing sections. This conversation structure is a phenomenon of 
pragmatics. 
 
D. The Cooperative Principle 
 The cooperative principles presented by Grice in his theory of implicature. 
The theory is based on the assumption of how people make conversation. Grice 
considers that a good conversation must fulfill the conversational goal. He defines 
  
four basic maxims of conversation as guidelines of the effective co-operative use 
language, or in what so-called cooperative principle. Grice states, “the maxims are 
in fact not arbitrary conventions, but rather describe rational means for conducting 
exchange” (1983: 103). 
 Cooperative principle is required to account for pragmatic interpretations. 
It is needed for rhetoric, in the sense of a set of principles that are observed in the 
planning and interpretation of messages. Cooperative principle particularly 
welcomes to solve puzzles that arise in a truth-based approach to semantics. Grice 
in Brown and Yule (1983: 31) presents the following terms concerning the 
cooperative principle:  
 “Make your conversational contribution such as is required, at the stage at 
which it occurs, by the accepted purpose or direction of the talk exchange in 
which you engaged”. 
 Grice’s principle above is the general idea that further is distinguished into 
four maxims. The conversational maxims that support this principle are as 
follows: 
1. Maxim of Quality 
This maxim expects each of participants to say the truth. He will not say what 
he believes to be false and will not say something that has no adequate evidence. 
Grice says, “Try to make your contribution one that is true. Specifically: (a) do 
not say what you believe to be false and (b) do not say that for which you lack 
adequate evidence (Levinson, 1983: 100). 
The main point of this maxim is that the participants of conversation give 
information, which they believe to be true. Therefore, the statement, which is 
  
given, must support with sufficient evidence. If the participants do not have any 
evidence, the conversation will not give any contribution hence there is no 
information gained. 
For example: 
  Does your farm contain 400 acres? 
  I don’t know that it does, and I want to know if it does. 
      (Adapted from Levinson 1983: 105) 
 This example simply extends the scope of quality by viewing truth as a 
special sub-case of sincerity applied to assertions; when one asks a question, one 
may standardly be taken to be asking sincerely and hence to be indeed lacking and 
requiring the requested information. 
2. Maxim of Quantity 
Dealing with this maxim, each of the participants in conversation has to give 
the information as much as is required, and will not give information more than is 
required. Grice (ibid. p: 100) says (a) make your contribution as informative as is 
required for the current purpose of the exchange, and (b) do not make your 
contribution more informative than is required. 
It can be concluded that the participants must give sufficient information to 
maintain cooperative communication. The participants will fail in conducting 
conversation if the information is sufficient.  
For example: 
   The flag is white. 
                 (Adapted from Levinson 1983: 106) 
  
 Since there is no further information about other colors the flag may 
contain, which might indeed be highly relevant to the proceedings, it may be taken 
to implicate that the flag has no other colors and is thus wholly white.                                                                      
3. Maxim of relevance 
In conversation, each of participants must say something, which is relevant to 
the subject of the conversation. Grice (ibid, p: 101) says “make your contribution 
relevant”. 
The term relevant means that the statement given can contribute information 
about what is being presented to readers or listeners. 
Foe example: 
A. The clock is slow. 
B. There was a power cut this morning. 
(Adapted from Lyons 1995: 279)  
 The utterance B has fulfilled maxim of relevance because B has given 
contribution appropriate with question A. This does not only depend upon our 
background knowledge and knows that the clock in question is operated by 
electricity directly supplied from the mains. 
4. Maxim of Manner 
Concerning with this maxim, Grice (ibid.) says, “be perspicuous and 
specifically : (a) avoid obscurity, (b) avoid ambiguity, (c) be brief, (d) be orderly. 
The purpose of maxim of manner is that participants must speak clearly and 
orderly. 
This maxim is different from other maxims; it does not regulate what is said, 
but rather how something is said. It is suggestion to language users to use clear 
  
and understandable expression. The most important thing in this maxim, however, 
is the sub maxim “be orderly”. 
For example: 
  John stole the money and went to the bank. 
      (Adapted from Gazdar 1979: 45) 
 The sentence above obeys maxim of manner. The sentence is arranged 
orderly. There are two events arranged in a sequence order. 
 
E.  Request 
According to Oxford learner’s pocket Dictionary (1995:352) request is act 
of politely asking for something. In fact, some linguists may have different 
identifications of request. Trosborg defines request as an illocutionary act 
whereby a speaker (requester) conveys to a hearer (requestee) that he/she wants 
the requestee to perform an act which is for the benefit of the speaker (1995: 187). 
Whereas according to Tsui (1994:91) request subsumes utterances which have 
been referred to, in literature, as request, invite, ask for permission, and offer. In 
short, request is characterized as the speaker’s desires for the hearer to bring about 
the state of affair expressed in the proposition.  
 Searle (1969) suggests that an order differs from a request in that the 
former has the additional preparatory condition that the speaker must be in a 
position of authority over the addressee. Others suggest that the difference 
between an order and a request is one of politeness and deference. 
 The crucial difference is that a request gives the addressee the options of 
complying or not complying, whereas an order does not. In other words, in a 
  
request, the speaker acknowledges the addressee’s right to withhold compliance. 
An order assumes that the addressee will cooperate, whereas a request does not. 
For example: 
- A teacher to his pupils. 
 Teacher   : “ Now compile your work on my desk, please!” 
 Pupils     : “Yes, Sir”. 
 The example above is an ORDER. 
- A girlfriend to her boyfriend. 
 Girlfriend : “ Could you get me the moon?” 
 Boyfriend : “I wish I could do that”. 
 The example above is a REQUEST. 
There are two kinds of request, namely direct and indirect request. In 
direct request the speaker expresses his intention explicitly, while in indirect 
request the speaker expresses his intention implicitly. 
Searle states that the essential condition of requests is an attempt on the 
part of S to get H to do but which nevertheless omit mention (or specification) of 
the desired act and avoid mentioning the hearer as the intended agent (1969: 66). 
Such requests are indirect realizations of the speaker’s intention to make the 
hearer perform. 
F. Request Strategies 
 Trosborg (1995) classifies requests into four major categories, involving 
eight sub-strategies. They are as follows: 
Category 1:  Indirect Requests 
  
 Indirect request is a request without explicit requestive illocutionary force. 
The speaker omits to mention (or specify) of the desired act and avoid mentioning 
the hearer as the intended agent. Indirect request employs a strategy of request: 
1) Hinting Strategies. 
It is a request strategy which does not explicitly state the speaker’s request 
for the desired action.  
For example: 
( I have to be at the airport in half an hour.) 
 The request above employs request strategy of Hinting Strategy. The 
speaker does not explicitly mention that he needs the hearer’s car to take him to 
the airport. The speaker leaves out the request, he lets the hearer to figure out for 
himself whether the speaker wants to borrow the hearer’s car. The speaker omits 
explicit mention of the hearer as the agent. 
  (My car has broken down. Will you be using your car tonight?) 
 The request above employs request strategy of Hinting strategy. The 
speaker does not explicitly mention that he wants to borrow the hearer’s car, but 
he partially mentions about his broken car in the previous conversation. By asking 
the request, it implies that the speaker wants to borrow the hearer’s car tonight. 
Category 2:  Hearer-oriented Conditions. 
 The hearer is in a position to control to decide whether or not to perform 
the request. Hearer-oriented conditions employ two strategies of request. They 
are: 
 
       1)   Ability/Willingness 
  
It is a request strategy which refers to the hearer’s capacity/willingness to 
carry out the desired act. The request strategy of Ability considers the hearer’s 
capacity to perform the desired act. There are two conditions are relevant: 1). The 
capacity of the hearer concerns with his physical and mental, 2). The external 
circumstances related to time, place, etc. of the action. The request strategy of 
Willingness serves as compliance-gaining strategies by conveying to the hearer 
that the hearer does not take compliance for granted. 
For example: 
  (Could you lend me some money?) 
 The speaker employs request strategy of ability, the hearer takes the 
control to decide to lend the money or not. It means that the hearer can refuse the 
request if the demanded money is beyond the hearer’s financial capacity. 
  (Would you lend me a copy of your book?) 
 The speaker employs request strategy of willingness, the hearer takes the 
control to decide to lend the copy of the book or not. The hearer can refuse the 
request if he does not want to perform the desired act.  
       2)   Suggestory formulae 
It is a request strategy which refers to the hearer’s cooperativeness in 
carrying out the request. Maybe there is any conditions exist that might prevent 
the hearer from carrying out the action specified by the proposition.  
For example: 
  (Why don’t you come with me?) 
 The speaker presents a request strategy of suggestory formulae. The 
speaker does not insist the hearer to come with him, but rather the speaker 
  
considers the hearer’s condition that there may any conditions that prevent him 
not to come with him.  
Category 3:  Speaker-based Conditions. 
 The speaker’s desires become the focal point of the interaction. A 
requester can choose to focus on speaker based conditions, rather than querying 
hearer-oriented conditions. It places the speaker’s interest above the hearer’s, the 
request becomes more direct in its demand. Speaker-based conditions employ two 
strategies of request. They are: 
       1)   Wishes 
It is a request strategy which expresses the speaker’s request politely as a 
wish. 
For example: 
  (I would like to have some more coffee.) 
 The example above shows the statement of the speaker’s wish. The 
speaker indirectly wishes to have some more coffee for himself to be made by the 
hearer without regarding the hearer’s interest. However he states his request 
politely. 
       2)   Desires/needs 
It is a request strategy which expresses the speaker’s request more bluntly 
as a demand. 
For example: 
   (I really need a drink.) 
  
 The example above shows the statement of the speaker’s need. The 
speaker indirectly states his need of a drink for himself to be served by the hearer. 
But he expresses his request more bluntly as a demand. 
Category 4:  Direct Requests. 
 The speaker makes explicit the illocutionary point of his utterance. The 
requests may use a performative statement or an imperative. Direct requests 
employ three strategies of request. They are: 
       1)   Obligation. 
It is a request strategy which employs a statement of obligation. The 
speaker exerts either his/her own authority. 
For example: 
   (You should to leave now.) 
 In the example above the speaker exerts his authority toward the hearer 
with moral obligation to ask him to leave by now. So, the hearer should leave now 
as an obligation that has to be fulfilled. 
 
       2)   Performatives. 
It is a request strategy which explicitly states the requestive intent with 
inclusion of a performative verb, e.g. ask, request, order, demand, command, etc. 
The performative verbs explicitly mark the utterance as an order. 
For example: 
  (I request you to leave.) 
  
 By using performative verbs of request, the speaker orders the hearer to 
leave. The hearer has to leave as the order said he has to without any options to 
refuse. 
       3)   Imperatives. 
It is a request strategy that is directly signaling that the utterance is an 
order. The order is issued by authority figures that must be obeyed, such as the 
order from parents to their children, from teachers to their pupils, or from officers 
to their soldiers, etc. 
For example: 
  (Get out of here.) 
 It is an order from the speaker to the hearer to go out from the place. The 
speaker apparently wants the hearer to get out. The hearer is obliged to get out 
moreover if the speaker has power over the hearer. 
 
G. Summary of the Drama 
 A Raisin in the Sun portrays a few weeks in the life of the Youngers, an 
African-American family living on the South Side of Chicago in the 1950s. When 
the play opens, the Youngers are about to receive an insurance check for $10,000. 
This money comes from the deceased Mr. Younger’s life insurance policy. Each 
of the adult members of the family has an idea as to what he or she would like to 
do with this money. The matriarch of the family, Mama, wants to buy a house to 
fulfill a dream she shared with her husband. Mama’s son, Walter Lee, would 
rather use the money to invest in a liquor store with his friends. He believes that 
the investment will solve the family’s financial problems forever. Walter’s wife, 
  
Ruth, agrees with mama, however, and hopes that she and Walter can provide 
more space and opportunity for their son, Travis. Finally, Beneatha, Walter’s 
sister and Mama’s daughter, wants to use the money for her medical school 
tuition. She also wishes that her family members were not so interested in joining 
the white world. Beneatha instead tries to find her identity by looking back the 
past and to Africa. 
 The Youngers clash over their competing dreams. Ruth discovers that she 
is pregnant but fears that if she has the child, she will put more financial pressure 
on her family members. When Walter says nothing to Ruth’s admission that she is 
considering abortion, Mama puts a down payment on a house for the whole 
family. She believes that a bigger, brighter dwelling will help them all. This house 
is in Clybourne Park, an entirely white neighborhood. When the Younger’s future 
neighbors find out that the Youngers are moving in, they send Mr. Lindner, from 
the Clybourne Park Improvement Association, to offer the Youngers money in 
return for staying away. The Youngers refuse the deal, even after Walter loses the 
rest of the money ($6,500) to his friend Willy Harris, who persuades Walter to 
invest in the liquor store and then runs off with his cash. 
 In the meantime, Beneatha rejects her suitor, George Murchison, whom 
she believes to be shallow and blind to the problems of race. Subsequently, she 
receives a marriage proposal from her Nigerian boyfriend, Joshep Asagai, who 
wants Beneatha to get a medical degree and move to Africa with him (Beneatha 
does not make her choice before the end of the play). The Youngers eventually 
move out of the apartment, fulfilling the family’s long-held dream. Their future 
seems uncertain and slightly dangerous, but they are optimistic and determined to 
  
live a better life. They believe that they can succeed if they stick together as a 
family and resolve to defer their dreams no longer. 
 
H. Review on Related Study 
On the Pragmatics researches related to the study of implicature has been 
conducted by S.N. Tantri Sinuraya (1998). This is entitled “The descriptive Study 
of Conversational Implicatures In The Novel Disclosure”. The aims of the 
research are to describe the maxim in the conversations in the Novel 
DISCLOSURE and to describe the generalized conversational implicature in the 
novel. 
Another research related to the study of request has been conducted by 
Yuliana Indrasari (2004) entitled ‘Request Expressions in the Film Entitled 
Philadelphia”. It described how each type of request expression is applied in the 
film. It also described the factors that influence the use of each type of request 
expression in the film. 
This research is different to Yuliana Indrasari’s due to the theory being 
used. Yuliana Indrasari took Tsui’s requstive theory to conduct the research, while 
the theory of this research is based on Trosborg’s request strategies. This research 
has the same approach as that of S.N. Tantri Sinuraya’s. This research also 
involves the description of the maxim to find the generalized conversational 
implicatures produced by the responses of requests in the conversation of the 
drama. What makes this research different from S.N. Tantri Sinuraya’s is that this 
research focuses the data analysis only on the request expressions. 
CHAPTER III 
  
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 
A. Research Type  
In conducting the study, the researcher employs descriptive qualitative 
method. The researcher focuses on the activities such as collecting data, 
classifying, analyzing, and drawing the conclusion. Whereas Sutrisno Hadi (1983: 
30) states about descriptive method as a type of research, which only collects, 
analyzes, and concludes the data without concluding them commonly. While 
qualitative method means a research procedure, which produces descriptive data 
in the form of written or oral words of people and behavior, which can be 
observed (Bogdan & Taylor, in Moleong (2001: 5)). 
 
B. The Source of Data 
 The subject from which the data are obtained is called the source of data 
(Arikunto, 1987: 162). The source of data of this research is literary work. It is a 
drama entitled A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry. The drama was divided 
into three acts, and had ten main characters. There were many utterances used by 
the characters and it had many types of functions, such as commanding, 
informing, questioning, and requesting. Here, only the utterances that are 
functioned as request is taken as the data. There are 33 of request expressions 
found in the source of data. 
 
 
C. The Population, Sample, and Sampling Technique 
  
 Population is all of individuals to whom the facts which being got will be 
generalized (Hadi, 1983). The population of this research was request expressions 
found in the drama entitled A Raisin in the Sun. The number of request 
expressions in this drama was 33, so the population was 33. 
 The samples of this research are all the request expressions in the 
conversation in the drama A Raisin in the Sun. The research takes total sampling 
as the sampling technique. 
 
D. The Technique of Collecting Data 
In collecting the data, the researcher did some steps: 
1. Reading the drama entitled A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry. 
2. Selecting the data for requests expressions. 
3. Classifying request expressions from the data based on the request strategies 
that are used by the characters, based on the theory of Trosborg. 
a. Hinting strategies (HS) 
b. Ability/ Willingness (A/W) 
c. Suggestory formulae (SF) 
d. Wishes (W) 
e. Desires/Need (D/N) 
4. Finally, the code is given to each datum. 
         The example of data coding was formulated as follows: 
 
 
· 1/1702/HS 
  
 From the example above, it can be explained that the data is number one. It 
is taken from page 1702. It belongs to type of request strategies of Hinting 
strategies (HS). 
 
E. Technique of Analyzing Data 
 After collecting data, the researcher analyzes them by doing some 
activities. They are as follow: 
1.  Classifying the request expressions based on the classification of request based 
on Trosborg's theory. 
2. Categorizing each data based on the category of indirect requests on the 
theory of Trosborg. They are as follows: 
a. Category 1: Indirect Request 
b. Category 2: Hearer-oriented condition 
c. Category 3: Speaker-based condition 
3. Analyzing each data based on Grice’s theory of Cooperative Principle.   They 
are maxim of quantity, quality, relevance, and manner. 
4. Analyzing the request strategies applied by the characters based on Trosborg’s 
theory. It covers the request strategies of Hinting Strategies, 
Ability/Willingness, Suggestory Formulae, Wishes, and Desires/needs.  
5. Analyzing the implicature produced by each of the request strategy. 
6. Drawing the conclusion of this research. 
CHAPTER IV 
DATA ANALYSIS 
 
  
A. Introduction 
 This chapter entitled data analysis intends to reveal the implicatures 
produced by the dialogs employed request strategies. This chapter will be divided 
into three subchapters, namely introduction, analysis and discussion. 
Introduction describes the organization of analysis. The second subchapter 
is data analysis. It is divided into data description and data analysis covering 
analysis of maxims, request strategy and implicatures. The third subchapter is 
discussion. It talks about the interpretation of all data. 
 
B. Analysis of Data 
 As stated in the introduction, the Analysis of the Data covers data 
description and data analysis. Here, the data description contains the quotation of 
the drama text containing request expressions and the description of context 
situation. In addition, the data analysis describes the data seen from the 
conversational maxims which contain of maxim of quantity, maxim of quality and 
maxim of relevance. While the maxim of manner is impossible to be analyzed 
here since the researcher collects the data by only reading the text without 
watching the drama. This makes the intonations and the expressions of the 
speakers in performing the requests can not be seen. Next, the data will be 
classified based on the Request Strategies of Trosborg’s and finally it describes 
the Implicatures.  
The researcher uses Grice theory of Cooperative Principle to describe the 
data in term of the degree of fulfillment to the maxims covering maxims of 
quantity, quality, and relevance. Meanwhile, the data of request expressions will 
  
be classified into three categories of indirect request strategy, namely Indirect 
Request, Hearer-oriented Condition, and Speaker-based Condition based on the 
Request Strategies of Trosborg’s. 
 
A. Category 1: Indirect Request 
 
Data 2/1703/HS 
 Travis, the youngest member of the Yaounger family, eats his breakfast 
before he goes to school. He reminds his mother, Ruth, that today is Friday the 
day he should bring fifty cents to school. It is not like usual that Ruth does not 
give him the money. 
Travis (Eating). This is the morning we supposed to bring the fifty 
cents to school. 
Ruth. Well, I ain’t got no fifty cents this morning. 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 The maxim of quantity is obeyed by Ruth. She answers Travis’s request 
appropriately by a refusal “Well, I ain’t got no fifty cents this morning”.  
 The maxim of quality is also obeyed by Ruth. Ruth correctly addresses 
Travis’s statement as a request for her to as the money. She gives the request a 
non-compliance. 
 The maxim of relevance is fulfilled by Ruth. It is because Ruth’s answer is 
relevant with Travis’s goal in stating his statement as a request. 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
  
Travis should bring fifty cent to school, but his mother, Ruth does not give 
him yet. He says ‘This is the morning we supposed to bring the fifty cents to 
school’ to Ruth in order to be given the money. Travis applies the request strategy 
of Hinting Strategy, because his illocutionary force of requesting is not explicit. 
 Travis’s statement ‘This is the morning we supposed to bring the fifty cents 
to school’ implies that he requests her mother, Ruth, fifty cents to bring to school. 
 
Data 6a/1708/HS 
 Walter disappointed to his family, because none of his family supports his 
dream to raise the family out of the poverty by using the insurance money to open 
the liquor store. Walter says his disappointment to Beneatha and Ruth by mocking 
them, and Beneatha replies the mocking. 
Walter (looking at his wife and his sister from the door, very sadly).
 The world’s most backward race of people, and that’s a fact. 
Beneatha (Turning slowly in her chair). And then there are all those 
prophets who would lead us out of the wilderness—(Walter slams 
out of the house)—into the swamps! 
Ruth. Bennie, why you always gotta be pickin’ on your brother? Can’t 
you be a little sweeter sometimes? 
 (Door opens. Walter walks in.) 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 Beneatha does not fulfill the maxim of quantity and quality. This is 
because Beneatha does not give any answer to Ruth's request. 
 The dialog above does not fulfill the maxim of relevant since Beneatha 
does not give any answers. 
 
  
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Beneatha and Walter are often involved in a fight. Ruth asks Beneatha 
“Bennie, why you always gotta be pickin’ on your brother?”, with the purpose to 
ask her to stop picking on Walter. She uses indirect request of Hinting strategy. It 
is because the illocutionary force of requesting does not appear in her question. 
 The implicature found in Ruth’s question, “Bennie, why you always gotta 
be pickin’ on your brother?” is that she wants Beneatha to be nice to her brother, 
Walter, instead of hating each other. 
 
Data 8/1709/HS 
 Mama enters the living room. She finds her daughter, Beneatha, wears 
only her bright-red flannel nightie. 
Mama. My children and they tempers. Lord, if this little old plant don’t get 
more sun than it’s been getting it ain’t never going to see spring again. 
( She turns from the window.) What the matter with you this morning, 
Ruth? You looks right peaked. You aiming to iron all them things? 
Leave some for me. I’ll get to ‘em this afternoon. Bennie honey, it’s 
too drafty to you to be sitting ‘round half dressed. Where’s your robe? 
Beneatha. In the cleaners. 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 In above dialog, the maxim of quantity is fulfilled. This is because 
Beneatha's answer indirectly answers Mama's request with a non-compliance. She 
informs Mama that her robe is in the cleaner. This is appropriately informs Mama 
that she can not wear the robe at that moment.   
  
 The maxim of quality is not fulfilled in the dialog above. Beneatha does 
not seem to address Mama's question as a request. She responds it as a question. 
 The maxim of relevance is obeyed by Beneatha. Her answer relevantly 
answers Mama's request that the robe is in the cleaner so that she can not wear it.  
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Mama thinks that it is too drafty to be sitting around half dressed. While, 
Beneatha wears only her bright-red flannel nightie. That makes Mama asks her a 
question “Where’s your robe?”. She does not explicitly mention the request. This 
can be classified into the request strategy of Hinting Strategy. 
 Mama’s question, “Where’s your robe?” here implies that Mama asks 
Beneatha to wear her robe instead of half-dressed.  
 
Data 11/1713/HS 
 Beneatha plans to take guitar lesson starting from today.  Mama and Ruth 
have the same feeling that she is not going to learn guitar seriously. This is 
because she had so many things to learn before it but then she did not take it 
seriously at last. 
Mama (Smiling). Lord, child, don’t you know what to do with 
yourself? How long it going to be before you get tired of this now—
like you got tired of that little play-acting group you joined last year? 
(Looking at Ruth.) And what was it the year before that? 
Ruth. The horseback-riding club for which she bought that fifty-five 
dollar riding habit that’s been hanging in the closet ever since! 
Mama (To Beneatha). Why you got to flit so from one thing to another 
baby? 
  
Beneata (Sharply). I just want to learn to play the guitar. Is there 
anything wrong with that? 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 From the dialog above, Beneatha does not obey the maxim of quantity 
since she gives more information than is requested by Mama's request. She does 
not give a compliance or non-compliance.  
 The maxim of quality is obeyed by Beneatha. She indirectly refuses 
Mama's request. She gives her reason by saying that she just wants to learn to play 
the guitar  
 The maxim of relevance is fulfilled by Benatha. Her answer is relevant to 
answer Mama's request. Mama will recognize it as a refusal.  
 
 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Mama does not agree with Beneatha’s plan to take the guitar lesson since 
she often does not take the things seriously. Mama asks her a question “Why you 
got to flit so from one thing to another baby?” in order to request her to take the 
things seriously.    Mama applies an indirect request of Hinting strategy.  
Mama’s question, “Why you got to flit so from one thing to another baby?” 
implies that Mama wants Beneatha to take the things seriously. 
 
Data 13/1716/HS 
  
 The Youngers have a house cleaning in Saturday morning. Mama gives 
the kitchen-area walls a washing down. Beneatha, with a handkerchief tied around 
her face, sprays insecticide into the cracks in the walls. Travis, the sole idle one, 
leans on his arms, looks out the window. 
Travis. Grandmama, that stuff is using smells awful. Can I go 
downstairs, please? 
Mama. Did you get all them chores done already? I ain’t seen you 
doing much. 
Travis. Yes’m—finished early. Where did Mama go this morning? 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
The researcher found that, the maxims of quantity and quality are fulfilled 
by Travis. Travis appropriately answers Mama’s request with ‘Yes’. This means 
that he complies the request. This is because he addresses Mama’s question as a 
request.  
Travis fulfills the maxim of relevance. It is because Mama’s question, 
“Did you get all them chores done already? I ain’t seen you doing much” is 
relevantly answered by Travis “Yes’m—finished early”.  
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Mama asks Travis “Did you get all them chores done already? I ain’t seen 
you doing much” since she wants him to finish his part in the house cleaning. She 
has an illocutionary force of requesting in her question. Mama uses the request 
strategy of Hinting Strategy. 
  
Mama’s question “Did you get all them chores done already? I ain’t seen 
you doing much” implies that she asks Travis to finish his part in the house 
cleaning before she permits him to go out. 
 
Data 16/1717/HS 
 The house cleaning is in progress at Youngers family that Saturday 
morning. Asagai, Beneatha’s friend, calls Beneatha to tell her that he has arrived 
from Canada and brought her something. Beneatha invites him to her house to see 
what he brings for her, although she knows that Mama hates if she lets people 
come over the house when they have a house cleaning. 
 (The phone rings). 
Beneatha (At the phone). Hay-lo…(Pause, and a moment of 
recognition.) Well—when did you get back!…And how was it?…Of 
course I’ve missed you—in my way…This morning? No…house 
cleaning and all that and Mama hates it if I let people come over when 
the house is like this…You have? Well, that’s different…What is it—
Oh, what the hell, come on over…Right, see you then. 
Mama (Who has listened vigorously, as is her habit). Who is that you 
inviting over here with this house looking like this? You ain’t got the 
pride you was born with! 
Beneatha. Asagai doesn’t care how houses look, Mama—he’s an 
intellectual. 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 In the dialog above Beneata does not fulfill the maxim of quantity. 
Beneatha gives more information than is required by Mama’s request.   
  
 The maxim of quality is obeyed by Beneatha. She addresses Mama’s 
question as a request for her not to invite anybody to the house while the house is 
being cleaned. But, she does not comply with the request.  
The maxim of relevance is obeyed in the dialog, since Beneatha’s answer 
is relevant with Mama’s question. Beneatha realizes that actually Mama asks her 
not to invite people when the house is being cleaned. Beneatha refuses it 
indirectly. She says that Asagai, her friend she invites, does not care how houses 
look like.  
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
Mama’s question ‘Who is that you inviting over here with this house looking 
like this?’ here is not a question since she has an intended meaning to ask 
Beneatha not to invite anybody in the house while the house is cleaned. This is 
because she hates if Beneatha lets people come over when the house is cleaned. 
Mama applies an indirect request of Hinting Strategy.  
The implicature found on Mama’s question is that Mama asks Beneatha not 
to invite anybody to the house while the house is cleaned.  
 
Data 18/1721/HS 
Ruth comes out from her room not long after Mama told her to lie down and 
take a rest because she looks sick. She looks depressed after she came back from 
doctor and knows that she is pregnant. 
Mama. Who told you to get up? 
Ruth. Ain’t nothing wrong with me to be lying in no bed for. Where did 
Bennie go? 
  
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 It can be seen from the dialog above that the maxim of quantity is not 
obeyed. Ruth does not comply Mama’s request and she gives appropriate 
information to Mama. She convinces Mama that she is okay. 
The maxim of quality is also obeyed. Ruth addresses Mama’s question as 
a request for her not to get up. She refuses it. 
 The maxim of relevance is obeyed, since Ruth’s answer is relevant with 
Mama’s  goal in asking the question “Who told you to get up”. 
 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Mama does not want Ruth to get up. She wants Ruth to take a rest since 
Ruth is sick.  That is why she asks the question “Who told you to get up?” to 
Ruth. Mama applies request strategy of Hinting strategy. 
 The implicature of Mama’s request, “Who told you to get up?” is that 
Mama asks Ruth to lie down on the bed.  
 
Data 21/1728/HS 
 Beneatha wears the costume Asagai brought from Canada, a Nigerian 
women robe. She plans to go out with George with that costume to the theatre, she 
feels very proud of her heritage. George is not pleased with her costume. He 
wants her to change the costume because she looks eccentrics. 
George.    Oh, don’t be so proud of yourself, Bennie—just because you 
look eccentric. 
  
Beneatha. How can something that’s natural be eccentric? 
George.    That’s what being eccentric means—being natural. Get dressed. 
Beneatha. I don’t like that, George. 
Ruth. Why must you and your brother make an argument out of 
everything people say? 
Beneatha. Because I hate assimilationist Negroes! 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 In the dialog above, the maxim of quantity is not fulfilled by Beneatha. 
This is because she gives more information than is requested by Ruth. Ruth only 
asks her to wear the costume. 
 The maxim of quality is not obeyed since Ruth's question is not correctly 
addresses as a request by Beneatha. This makes Beneatha gives wrong answer in 
responding the request.   
 The maxim of relevance is not fulfilled. Beneatha’s answer is not relevant 
with what Mama asks.  She fails to recognize Mama’s request. 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Ruth expresses her request by delivering a question, “Why must you and 
your brother make an argument out of everything people say?”. She asks the 
question to Beneatha when Beneatha wears the Nigerian women robe to go out 
with George to the cinema. She forbids her not to wear the custom. Her question 
should be assumed as a request, since she actually wants Beneatha not to be 
eccentric. Ruth applies request strategy of Hinting strategy. 
Ruth’s question, “Why must you and your brother make an argument out of 
everything people say?” implies that she asks Beneatha not to wear the costume to 
  
go out. This is because Beneatha urges to wear the Nigerian women robe to go out 
to the cinema with George. Meanwhile, Ruth and George do not agree if she 
wears the costume to go out. They think that she looks eccentric with the costume. 
 
Data 23/1729/HS 
 George comes to the house to see Beneatha. He invites Beneatha to go out 
with him. She agrees to go out with him. She changes the costume in her 
bedroom, while George waits for her in the living room. Walter is in the living 
room too. He tries to make a light conversation with George. Then, he asks Ruth 
to serve drink for them.  
Walter (Staring her down). Plenty! (Pause). What we got to drink in this 
house? Why don’t you offer this man some refreshment? (To George.) 
They don’t know how to entertain people in this house, man. 
George. Thank you—I don’t really care for anything. 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 In the conversation above, the maxim of quantity and quality are not 
fulfilled, since there is no reply from Ruth to Walter’s request. 
 The maxim of relevance is not fulfilled. This is because Ruth does not give 
any reply to Walter’s request. 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Walter asks Ruth a question “What we got to drink in this house?” in order 
Ruth serves something to drink to the guest. He applies a request strategy of 
Hinting strategy. 
  
 The implicature found in Walter’s request, “What we got to drink in this 
house?” is that he asks Ruth to serve George something to drink. 
 
Data 31/1751/HS 
 Walter comes out from the house by slamming the door. The slam is very 
loud that Ruth can hear it in another room. Ruth thinks that her husband, Walter, 
must have a clash again with Beneatha. In fact, he is angry because Beneatha has 
just said something that hurt his feeling. That is why he slams the door.  
Ruth (Anxiously with frightened eyes). You didn’t say nothing bad to him, 
did you? 
Beneatha. Bad? Say anything bad to him? No—I told him he was a 
sweet boy and full of dreams and everything is strictly peachy keen, as 
the ofay kids say! 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 The dialog between Ruth and Beneatha above does not obeyed the maxim 
of quantity. Beneatha gives more information than is required. She could simply 
answer it by saying “no”.   
 The maxim of quality is also not obeyed. This is because Beneatha does 
not address Ruth’s question as a request. She does not give a compliance or non-
compliance to the request, but she just answers the question. 
 The maxim of relevance is not obeyed, since Beneatha fails to address 
Ruth’s question as a request. She only answers the question. 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
  
 Ruth asks a question to Beneatha “You didn’t say nothing bad to him, did 
you?” since Beneatha often bothers Walter. She has an intent to ask Beneatha to 
stop make her brother angry. She uses a request strategy of Hinting strategy. 
 The implicature found in Ruth’s question “You didn’t say nothing bad to 
him, did you?” is that Ruth wants Beneatha to stop make her brother angry. 
Data 32/1754/HS 
 The Younger family is refused by their new neighborhood to move to the 
Clybourne Park since they are colored people. Walter is very angry, but he has no 
idea what to do. He says to Mama that he would go to the Clybourne Park to see 
the people there and get down on his knees to beg the money from them as the 
compensation for their refusal to receive his black family to move there. Beneatha 
is very disappointed to hear that. She is ashamed to have a brother like him. He 
has no shame to beg people for money.  
Beneatha. That is not a man. That is nothing but a toothless rat. 
Mama. Yes—death done come walking in my house. On the lips of my 
children. You what supposed to be my harvest. (To Beneatha) You—
you mourning your brother? 
Beneatha. He’s no brother of mine. 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 The maxim of quantity and quality are not fulfilled, since Beneatha’s does 
not appropriately answer the request with a compliance or non-compliance. This 
is because she does not address the question as a request.  
 The maxim of relevance is not fulfilled, since Beneatha does not addresses 
Mama’s goal in asking the question.  Her answer is not relevant with the request. 
 
  
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
Beneatha mourns her brother, Walter, since she is very upset with him with 
all what he did. Mama asks the question to Beneatha “you mourning your 
brother?” since she does not want Beneatha mourns her brother. This means that 
Mama applies request strategy of Hinting strategy. 
 The implicature found in Mama’s request, “you mourning your brother?” 
is that Mama wants Beneatha not to feel that way to her own brother. She wants 
Beneatha gives some respect to her brother whatever he does. 
   
Data 33/1757/HS 
 In their preparation to move to their new house, Beneatha announces her 
family that Asagai asks her to marry him and go to Africa to be a doctor in Africa. 
Walter thinks that it is not a good idea to go to Africa.  He wishes Beneatha would 
marry a rich man such as George Murchison. 
Walter. Girl, if you don’t get all them silly ideas out your head! You better 
marry yourself a man with some loot… 
Beneatha (Angrily, precisely as in the first scene of the play). What have 
you got to do with who I marry! 
Walter. Plenty. Now I think George Murchison— 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 In the conversation above the maxim of quantity and quality are not 
fulfilled. This is because Walter does not seem to address Beneatha’s question as 
a request. That is why he answers the question. 
  
 The maxim of relevance is not fulfilled, since Walter’s answer is not 
relevant with what is requested by Beneatha. He does not address Beneatha’s 
question as a request.  
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
Beneatha asks Walter “What have you got to do with who I marry!” since 
Beneatha does not want Walter dictates her with whom she married. She performs 
request strategy of Hinting strategy. 
 The implicative found in Beneata’s utterance, “What have you got to do 
with who I marry!” is that she wants Walter not to dictate her with whom she 
married. 
 
B. Category 2: Hearer-oriented Condition 
 
Data 3/1703/A/W 
 While having breakfast Travis asks his mother, Ruth, for fifty cents 
because this day he is supposed to bring the money to school. But Ruth does not 
have any money to give. Travis asks permission from his mother, Ruth, to ask the 
money from his grandmother. Ruth does not permit him to ask the money neither 
from his grandmother nor his father. Finally, Travis has an idea to earn the money 
by carrying people's groceries in front of the supermarket after school.  
Travis. You think Grandmama would have it? 
Ruth. No! And I want you to stop asking our grandmother for money, 
you hear me? 
Travis (Outraged). Gaaaleee! I don’t ask, she just gimme it sometimes! 
Ruth. Travis Willard Younger—I got too much on me this morning to 
be— 
  
Travis.    Maybe Daddy— 
Ruth. Travis!  
(The boy hushes abruptly. They are both quiet and tense for several 
seconds.) 
Travis (Presently). Could I maybe go carry some groceries in front of 
the supermarket for a little while after school then? 
Ruth. Just hush, I said. (Travis jobs his spoon into his cereal bowl 
viciously, and rests his head in anger upon his fists.) If you 
through eating, you can get over there and make up your bed. 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 Ruth does not fulfill the maxim of quantity. She only gives less 
information than is required by Travis. If she does not permit him, she can simply 
say ‘no’. 
 The maxim of quality is fulfilled. Ruth's answer ‘Just hush, I said.’ can be 
assumed that she does not permit him to go carry groceries. She answers Travis's 
request with non-compliance.  
 The maxim of relevance in the conversation is obeyed. Ruth’s answers 
“Just hush, I said” is relevant with Travis’s request,” Could I maybe go carry 
some groceries in front of the supermarket for a little while after school then?”, 
namely, Ruth has refused Travis’s request. 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Travis’s request is explicit. This is shown by the word ‘Could I’.  He 
requests her mother to let him go to carry groceries in front of the supermarket. It 
is because Ruth has the capacity as his mother to give her son, Travis, the 
permission. Travis applies the request strategy of Ability. 
  
 Travis’s request “Could I maybe go carry some groceries in front of the 
supermarket for a little while after school then?” here implicates that he wants to 
get his mother, Ruth, to permit him to get the money by himself. He gets the 
money by helping the people to carry their groceries in front of the supermarket 
since Ruth does not have any money to give. He does not also permitted by Ruth 
to ask the money neither to his grandmother nor to his father.   
 
Data 4/1707/SF 
 Walter does not agree if his sister, Beneatha, takes the medical school. He 
doubts if she could reach her dream to be a doctor, because it costs a lot of money 
to pay the medical school. Ruth is trying to stop Walter to talk about Beneatha’s 
medical school fee in front of her, since it can hurt her. 
Walter (Defensively). I’m interested in you. Something wrong with that? 
ain’t many girls who decide— 
Walter and Beneatha (In unison).  –“to be a doctor”. 
(Silence). 
Walter. Have we figured out yet just exactly how much medical school is 
going to cost? 
Ruth. Walter Lee, Why don’t you leave that girl alone and get out of here 
to work? 
Beneatha   (Exits to the bathroom and bangs and bangs on the door).   
Come on out of there, please! 
 ( She comes back into the room.) 
Walter   ( Looking at his sister intently). You know the check is 
coming tomorrow. 
 
 
  
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 In this dialog, the maxim of quantity indirectly fulfilled. This is because 
Walter changes the topic of the conversation as is requested by Ruth. He complies 
with the request.  
The maxim of quality is fulfilled. Walter correctly addresses Ruth’s request 
as a request for him not to talk about Beneatha’s medical school fee. He complies 
with the request by changing the topic.  
 The dialog above fulfills the maxim of relevance. Walter 
relevantly fulfills Ruth’s request. This is because Ruth requests him 
not to talk about Beneatha’s medical school fee. That is why he 
changes the topic by saying ‘You know the check is coming 
tomorrow.’ 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
Ruth expresses her request by asking Walter’s cooperativeness. She asks 
him “Walter Lee, Why don’t you leave that girl alone and get out of here to 
work?”. She uses the request strategy of Suggestory formulae. 
Ruth’s request here implies more than what she says. She wants Walter 
not to talk about Beneatha's medical school fee in front of her. Ruth asks Walter 
“Walter Lee, Why don’t you leave that girl alone and get out of here to work?” in 
order Walter stop talking about Beneatha's medical school fee. She is afraid if 
Beneatha will hurt if she knows that the family gets difficulty to afford her 
  
medical school fee. This is because medical school requires very expensive cost 
and their family is incapable to effort Beneatha’s school fee.   
Data 5/1708/SF 
 Beneatha is very angry to Walter because he does not seem to support her to 
be a doctor. All of the family has made sacrifices for her so that she can realize 
her dream to be a doctor. Meanwhile Walter thinks that she does nothing for the 
family.  
Beneatha (With fury). What do you want from me, Brother—that I 
quit school or just drop dead, which! 
Walter. I don’t want nothing but for you to stop acting holy ‘round 
here. Me and Ruth done made some sacrifices for you—why can’t 
you do something for the family? 
Ruth. Walter, don’t be dragging me in it. 
Walter.   You are in it—Don’t you get up and go work in somebody’s 
kitchen for the last three years to help put clothes on her back? 
Ruth. Oh Walter—that’s not fair… 
Walter.   It ain’t that nobody expect you to get on your knees and say 
thank you, Brother; thank you, Ruth; thank you, Mama—and thank 
you, Travis, for wearing the same pair of shoes for two semesters— 
Beneatha   (Dropping to her knees).   Well—I do—all right?—thank 
everybody…and forgive me for ever wanting to be anything at 
all…forgive me, forgive me! 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
In the dialogs above Beneatha does not fulfill the maxim of quantity.  
Beneatha gives more information to Walter’s request. 
  
 Beneatha fulfills the maxim of quality. She answers the request with ‘ 
Well--I do’. She confesses her fault. This shows that she gives her compliance to 
the request.  
 The maxims of relevance is fulfilled. Beneatha answers Walter’s request 
relevantly. Walter asks her to do some sacrifices and Beneatha answers it by 
saying ‘Well—I do—all right’. 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Walter performs a request strategy of Suggestory formulae. His request is 
expressed by asking Beneatha’s cooperativeness. He asks about Beneatha’s 
cooperativeness to do something to the family.  
 Walter’s request “why can’t you do something for the family?” could 
possibly implicates that Walter wants Beneatha to do some sacrifices for the 
family like they did for her. Walter asks the request to her since Beneatha often 
acts holy in the family. This annoys Walter. She does not seem to care that 
anybody I the house has done some sacrifices for her. Meanwhile, Beneatha can 
never realize her dream to take the medical school without their sacrifices. 
 
Data 6b/1708/A/W 
 Walter disappoints to his family. This is because none of his family 
supports his dream to raise the family out of the poverty by using the insurance 
money to open the liquor store. Walter says his disappointment to Beneatha and 
Ruth by mocking them and Beneatha replies with another mockery. 
Walter (looking at his wife and his sister from the door, very sadly).
 The world’s most backward race of people, and that’s a fact. 
  
Beneatha (Turning slowly in her chair). And then there are all those 
prophets who would lead us out of the wilderness—(Walter slams 
out of the house)—into the swamps! 
Ruth. Bennie, why you always gotta be pickin’ on your brother? Can’t 
you be a little sweeter sometimes? 
 (Door opens. Walter walks in.) 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 Based on the dialog above, the maxims of quantity and quality are not 
fulfilled. This is because Beneatha does not reply Ruth’s request. She does not 
contribute any information to the request. 
 The dialog above does not fulfill the maxim of relevance since Ruth’s 
request is not answered by Beneatha. 
 
The Analysis Based on  Implicature: 
Ruth’s request, “Can’t you be a little sweeter sometimes?” can be 
classified into request strategy of Ability. Ruth expresses her request by asking 
Beneatha’s capacity to do her intend.  It concerns with all the sacrifices she gets 
from her brother so that she is expected to be nice to her brother, Walter.  
 Ruth’s request, “Can’t you be a little sweeter sometimes?” implicates 
nothing, since she has said exactly what she means. 
 
 
 
Data 12/1716/A/W 
  
 The Youngers has a house cleaning in Saturday morning. Mama gives the 
kitchen-area walls a washing down. Beneatha, with a handkerchief tied around her 
face, sprays insecticide into the cracks in the walls. Travis, the sole idle one, leans 
on his arms, looks out the window. 
Travis. Grandmama, that stuff is using smells awful. Can I go 
downstairs, please? 
Mama. Did you get all them chores done already? I ain’t seen you 
doing much. 
Travis. Yes’m—finished early. Where did Mama go this morning? 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 The researcher finds that, the maxims of quantity and quality are not 
obeyed since Mama does not appropriately answers Travis’s request. Instead, she 
replies with another question. 
Mama does not fulfill the maxim of relevance. It is because Mama’s 
answer, “Did you get all them chores done already? I ain’t seen you doing much” 
is not relevant with Travis’ request  “Can I go downstairs, please?”. Mama does 
not answer Travis request but she replies it with another question. 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Travis applies the request strategy of Ability. He wants his grandmother to 
permit him to go out while the house cleaning is in progress. He asks his 
grandmother’s capacity. It concerns with her as the head of the family. 
Travis explicitly utters his request that he wants his grandmother permit 
him to go out. His request generates no implicatures. 
 
  
Data 14/1716/A/W 
 Travis has done his part in the house cleaning. He is disturbed by the smell 
of the insecticide sprayed by Beneatha. So, he wants to go out.  
Travis. Yes’m—finished early. Where did Mama go this morning? 
Mama (Looking at  Beneatha). She had to go on a little errand. 
Travis. Where? 
Mama. To tend to her business. 
Travis. Can I go outside then? 
Mama. Oh, I guess so. You better stay right in front of the house, 
though…and keep a good lookout for the postman. 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
The dialog above shows that Mama answers Travis’s request as 
informative as is required. Mama permits him to go out. The maxim of quantity is 
fulfilled. 
Mama also fulfills the maxim of quality. She gives a compliance to the 
request. 
 Next, the utterances fulfill the maxim of relevance. This is because there is 
relevance between Travis’s request and Mama’s answer. Mama has permitted him 
to go out. 
 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Travis uses the request strategy of Ability. He expresses his request for 
permission explicitly by the word 'can I'. He asks his grandmother's capacity as 
  
the head of the family to let him to go out. That is why he asks permission to his 
grandmother to go out. 
 There is no implicature found in Travis request, since he says what is 
exactly he meant to, namely that he would like to go out. 
 
Data 17/1720/A/W 
Asagai is in the Youngers’ house to meet Beneatha to give her something 
he brought from Canada. After he gives it to her, he leaves the house. 
Asagai (With charm). For you—I would do much more. . . Well, that is 
what I came for. I must go. 
Beneatha. Will you call me Monday? 
Asagai. Yes…We have a great deal to talk about. I mean about 
identity and time and all that. 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 Asagai fulfills the maxim of quantity. Asagai appropriately contribute 
Beneatha’s request with compliance. He appropriately ‘yes’ not less or more. 
 The maxim of quality is also obeyed. Beneatha’s request is clear enough. 
Asagai answers it by a compliance. 
 Asagai obeys the maxim of relevance. Beneatha’s request, “Will you call 
me Monday?” is relevantly answered by Asagai, “Yes…”. 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Beneatha’s request is expressed by asking Asagai’s willingness. She wants 
he call her on Monday. She employs the request strategy of Willingness.  
  
 Beneatha’s request in the dialog above, “Will you call me Monday?” does 
not implicate anything. Her request has no intended meaning. 
 
Data 19/1723/A/W 
 The check of the insurance money they are waiting for comes that morning 
by mail. There is only Mama, Ruth and Travis in the house. Travis receives it 
from the postman. Mama opens the envelope and she finds a check of ten 
thousand dollars written on it for her. Then, Walter who has also been waiting for 
it enters the house and finds the check has come. 
  (Walter enters in great excitement). 
Walter. Did it come? 
Mama (Quietly). Can’t you give people a Christian greeting before 
you start asking about money?  
Walter   (To Ruth).   Did it come? (Ruth unfolds the check and lays it 
quietly before him, watching him intently with thoughts of her own. 
Walter sits down and grasps it close and counts off the zeroes.) Ten 
thousand dollars--) He turns suddenly, frantically to his mother and 
draws some papers out of his breast pocket.) Mama—look. Old 
Willy Harris put everything on paper-- 
 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 In the dialog above Mama does not obey the maxim of quantity, since 
Walter does not appropriately answer Mama's request with another question.
 In the dialog above the maxim of quality is not fulfilled. Walter is false to 
addresses Mama’s request with a question. 
  
 The maxim of relevance is not fulfilled by Walter. He does not relevantly 
answer Mama’s request with another question. 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Mama wants Walter as a Christian to give the Christian greeting when he 
just enters the house. Mama considers that Walter is impolite since he enters the 
house and starts to ask about money. Mama performs a request strategy of Ability. 
 Mama’s request, “Can’t you give people a Christian greeting before you 
start asking about money?” in the dialog above does not implicates anything. 
There is no intended meaning in her request. 
 
Data 20/1723/A/W 
 Walter has a plan with the insurance money to open a liquor store with his 
friends long before the check comes. He and his friend have prepared everything 
for the liquor store. But none of the family agrees with his idea. 
Walter (To Ruth). Did it come? (Ruth unfold the check and lays it 
quietly before him, watching him intently with thoughts of her 
own. Walter sits down and grasps it close and counts off the 
zeroes.).   Ten thousand dollars—(He turns suddenly, frantically to 
his mother and draws some papers out of his breast pocket).   
Mama—look. Old Willy Harris put everything on paper— 
Mama. Son—I think you ought to talk to your wife. . . I’ll go on 
out and leave you alone if you want— 
Walter. WILL SOMEBODY PLEASE LISTEN TO ME TODAY? 
Mama (Quietly). I don’t ‘low no yellin in this house, Walter Lee, and 
you know it—(Walter stares at them in frustration and starts to 
  
speak several times). And there ain’t going to be no investing in 
no liquor stores. I don’t aim to have to speak on that again. 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 In the dialog above, the maxim of quantity is not fulfilled. It is because 
Mama does not give appropriate answer to Walter’s request. She does not give 
any compliance or non-compliance. 
The maxim of quality is obeyed. Mama indirectly refuses to fulfill Walter's 
request.  
 The maxim of relevant is fulfilled. Walter requests his family to pay 
attention to his explanation to open the liquor store. Mama relevantly answers the 
request with a refusal. 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Walter expresses the request by asking about Mama and Ruth’s 
willingness to listen to him. He knows that they can hear what he says but he 
needs their willingness to listen to what he says, so they can understand. He 
applies request strategy of Willingness. 
 Walter’s request, “WILL SOMEBODY PLEASE LISTEN TO ME 
TODAY?” in the dialog above implicates nothing.  
 
Data 22/1728/A/W 
 Beneatha is very proud of her Negroes heritage although she is born and 
lives in America. She does not want to assimilate like the other assimilationists 
Negroes living in America do, including her friend, George. He gets assimilate 
  
with white Americans. Ruth is there and hears their conversation. She just has no 
idea about what assimilationist is. 
Ruth. Why must you and your brother make an argument out of 
everything people say? 
Beneatha. Because I hate assimilationist Negroes! 
Ruth. Will somebody please tell me what assimila-whoever means! 
George. Oh, it’s just a college girl’s way of calling Uncle Tom’s—
but that isn’t what it means at all. 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 The dialog fulfills the maxim of quantity. George answers what is 
requested by Ruth appropriately.  
 The maxim of quality is also obeyed, since George appropriately answers 
the request with the explanation that is requested by Ruth.  
 The maxims of relevance is obeyed. George relevantly answer Ruth's 
request with the explanation asked by Ruth.  
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Ruth expresses her request by asking Beneatha and George’s willingness 
to explain her about what assimilationist is. Ruth uses the request strategy of 
Willingness. 
Ruth’s request, “Will somebody please tell me what assimila-whoever 
means!” implies nothing. It is clear enough. 
 
Data 23/1929/SF 
  
 George comes to the house to see Beneatha. He invites Beneatha to go out 
with him. She agrees to go out with him. She changes the costume in her 
bedroom, while George waits for her in the living room. Walter is in the living 
room too. He tries to make a light conversation with George. Then, he asks Ruth 
to serve drink for them. 
Walter (Staring her down). Plenty! (Pause). What we got to drink in this 
house? Why don’t you offer this man some refreshment?  
(To George.) They don’t know how to entertain people in this house, 
man. 
George. Thank you—I don’t really care for anything. 
 
 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 The conversation between Walter and George above do not fulfill the 
maxim of quantity and quality, since Ruth does not contribute any answer to the 
request. 
 The maxim of relevance is not fulfilled, since Ruth does not give any reply 
to Walter’s request. 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 In his request, “Why don’t you offer this man some refreshment?” Walter 
asks Ruth’s cooperativeness to be willing to serve something to drink to the guest. 
He applies request strategy of Sugestory formulae. 
 Walter’s request “why don’t you offer this man some refreshment” 
implicates nothing since the request is clear enough. 
  
 
Data 24/1731/SF 
 Ruth feels that Walter never communicates anything with her anymore 
after she does not give her support to his idea to open the liquor store, instead she 
agrees with Mama’s idea to buy a bigger house than the house they live in now. 
Walter (Yelling.). Don’t start! 
Ruth.   Start what? 
Walter. Your nagging! Where was I? Who was I with? How much 
money did I spend? 
Ruth (Plaintively.). Walter Lee—why don’t we just try to talk about 
it?….. 
Walter   (Not listening).   I been out talking with people who understand 
me. People who care about the things I got on my mind. 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 In the dialog above, the maxims of quantity is not obeyed. Walter answers 
Ruth’s request with more information than is requested by her. 
The maxim of quality is obeyed.  Walter contributes information to Ruth, 
namely that he refuses to talk the problem with Ruth. 
 The maxim of relevance is obeyed. It is because Walter’s utterance, “I 
been out talking with people who understand me. People who care about the 
things I got on my mind.” is relevant to Ruth’s request, namely Walter refuses 
Ruth’s request. 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
  
 Ruth presents request strategy of Suggestory Formulae. The illocutionary 
force of requesting is shown in the word ‘why don’t you.  She uses this strategy to 
ask Walter’s cooperativeness to be willing to talk about the matter.   
Ruth’s request here, “why don’t we just try to talk about it?” does not 
generate any implicatures.  
 
Data 25/1731/SF 
 Walter often says something that makes Ruth hurts. Walter does it as the 
expression of his disappointment because he does not get her support to open the 
liquor store with the insurance money. He thinks that she could only do nothing 
but moan. 
Ruth. Oh Walter…..(Softly.) Honey, why can’t you stop fighting me? 
Walter (Without thinking.). Who’s fighting you? Who even cares about 
you? 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 The maxim of quantity is not fulfilled by Walter. He answers the request 
with less information than is required by Ruth. He does not explain whether he 
wants to comply or not comply the request.  
 The maxim of quality is not fulfilled. Walter is false to answer Ruth’s 
request with a question. 
 The maxim of relevance is not obeyed. It is because Walter’s answer is not 
relevant with what is requested by Ruth.  
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
  
 Ruth’s request in the data above employs request strategy of Suggestory 
Formulae. Her request is expressed with the word ‘why don’t you’. It shows that 
Ruth needs Walter’s cooperativeness in fulfilling what requested by Ruth. 
 Ruth’s request here, “Honey, why can’t you stop fighting me?” does not 
generate any implicatures. She says clearly what she wants from Walter.  
 
Data 26/1733/SF 
 Travis comes home after all day long he goes out. His mother, Ruth, is 
angry with him. Travis tries to explain the reason why he goes that long. But, she 
does not give him a chance to explain his reason. 
Travis (To his mother). Mama, I— 
Ruth.  “Mama I” nothing! You’re going to get it, boy! Get on in 
that bedroom and get yourself ready! 
Travis. But I— 
Mama. Why don’t you all never let the child explain hisself? 
Ruth.  Keep out of it now, Lena. 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 In the dialog above, Ruth does not obey the maxim of quantity. Ruth gives 
less information to Mama’s request. She does not explain whether she wants to 
comply or does not want to comply.  
 The maxim of quality is obeyed. It is because Ruth answers the request 
with non-compliance, not the other answer. 
  
The maxim of relevance is obeyed in the dialog. This is because Ruth does 
relevantly reply Mama’s request by answering “Keep out of it now, Lena.”  She 
does not comply with Mama’s request. 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
Mama uses a suggestion by saying ‘Why don’t you’ to express her request. 
Mama asks about Ruth’s cooperativeness to fulfill her request. She applies the 
request strategy of Suggestory formulae. 
 Mama explicitly expresses the request expression. Mama’s request here, 
“Why don’t you all never let the child explain hisself?” implies that she asks Ruth 
not to punish Travis. 
Data 28/1740/SF 
 In Saturday morning, one week after Mama bought a house in the 
Clybourne Park, comes Mr. Lindner, a representative of the Clybourne Park 
Improvement Association, to meet Mama. He comes to say the interest of the 
Clybourne Park neighborhood concerning about the movement. 
Lindner. How do you do. 
Walter (Amiably, as he sits himself easily on a chair, leaning with interest 
forward on his knees and looking expectantly into the newcomer’s 
face). What can we do for you, Mr. Lindner! 
Lindner (Some minor shuffling of the hat and briefcase on his knees).
 Well—I am a representative of the Clybourne Park Improvement 
Association— 
Walter (Pointing). Why don’t you sit your things on the floor? 
Lindner. Oh—yes. Thank you. (He slides the briefcase and hat 
under the chair). And as I was saying—I am from the Clybourne 
  
Park Improvement Association and we have had it brought to our 
attention at the last meeting that you people—or at least your 
mother—has bought a piece of residential property at—(He digs for 
the slip of paper again)—four o six Clybourne Street… 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 Mr. Lindner obeys the maxims of quantity and quality. He complies the 
request appropriately by sliding his briefcase and his hat under the chair.   
 The dialog also obeys the maxim of relevance. It is because Mr. Lindner 
relevantly answers Walter’s request, “Why don’t you sit your things on the floor?” 
by answering “Oh—yes” and by sliding his briefcase and his hat under the chair. 
 
The Analysis based on Implicature: 
 Walter expresses his illocutionary force of requesting with the strategy of 
Suggestory formulae. He asks Mr. Lindner’s cooperativeness to be willing to put 
his hat and briefcase on the floor. 
 Walter’s request here, “Why don’t you sit your things on the floor?” 
implicates nothing since he explicitly expresses what he wants Mr. Lindner to do. 
 
Data 29/1745/SF 
 The family does some packing to move to their new house. They wait for 
the moving man to move their family to the new place. Meanwhile, Walter waits 
for his friend who is going to come to the house to give him the license of liquor 
store his friend has arranged for him without Mama and the other family 
knowledge. Then, the bell rings. 
  
  (The bell rings.) 
Mama. You expecting company, son? 
Walter (Just looking at the door). Yeah—yeah… 
 (Mama looks at Ruth, and they exchange innocent and unfrightened 
glances). 
Mama (Not understanding). Well, let them in, son. 
Beneatha (From her room). We need some more string. 
Mama. Travis—you run to the hardware and get me some string 
cord. 
 (Mama goes out and Walter turns and looks at Ruth. Travis goes to 
a dish for money). 
Ruth. Why don’t you answer the door, man? 
Walter   (Suddently bounding across the floor to her).   ‘Cause sometimes 
it hard to let the future begin! (Swooping down in her face.) 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 Walter does not fulfilled the maxim of Quantity, since he gives more 
information than is required by Ruth. Ruth does not need the information he 
gives.   The maxim of quality is not obeyed. Walter does not have any evidence 
that the one who rings the bell is his friend. He answers Ruth’s request “Cause 
sometimes it hard to let the future begin!”. He seems sure that his friend has 
come. 
 The dialog also obeys the maxim of relevance, since Walter has answered 
Ruth’s request to open the door. He indirectly says “yes” in his utterance, “Cause 
sometimes it hard to let the future begin!”. 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
  
 The request above shows the request strategy of Suggestory Formulae. 
Ruth expresses the request by asking Walter’s cooperativeness to open the door.  
 Ruth expresses her intent explicitly in her request “Why don’t you answer 
the door, man?”. It implicates nothing. 
 
 
Data 30/1746/A/W 
 Walter’s friend, Bobo finally comes to the house. Walter has been waiting 
for him for the liquor store license Bobo and Willy Harris has arranged for him. 
But something bad happens to Bobo. It is because Willy Harris has betrayed them. 
He has gone away with Walter’s money. Bobo cannot find him anywhere. He tries 
to say it to Walter. 
Walter. You right on time today…Right on time. That’s the way! 
(He slaps Bobo on his back). Sit down…lemme hear. 
Bobo (His frightened eyes on the floor, his hat in his hands). Could I 
please get a drink of water, before I tell you about it, Walter Lee? 
 (Walter does not take his eyes off the man. Ruth goes blindly to the 
tap and gets a glass of water and brings it to Bobo). 
Walter.    There ain’t nothing wrong , is there? 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 In the dialog above, Walter does not obey the maxim of quantity. He does 
not give the answer of Bobo’s request as informative as is required. Walter does 
not answer Bobo’s request. He instead answers “There ain’t nothing wrong , is 
there?”. 
  
 The maxim of quality is not obeyed, since Walter is considered to be false 
tin answering Bobo’s request with a question “There ain’t nothing wrong, is 
there?”.  
 In term of relevance maxim, Walter violates this maxim. It is because he 
does not respond Bobo’s request relevantly. Bobo asks a drink, but Walter 
answers it by asking a question, There ain’t nothing wrong, is there?. 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Bobo expresses his request by the word ‘could you’. He asks about 
Walter’s capacity as the owner of the house to be willing to serve a drink to him. 
He presents the request strategy of Ability. 
 Bobo’s request, “Could I please get a drink of water, before I tell you 
about it, Walter Lee?” here implicates nothing since he says the request explicitly. 
 
C. Category 3: Speaker-based Condition 
 
Data 1/1702/W 
 Ruth yells to Walter to get up because it is already seven thirty. He has to 
go to work and he also has to share the bathroom with the other family in the 
same floor. Travis is using the bathroom, so Walter has to wait for him. In the 
kitchen, he asks Ruth about the insurance check Mama will receive soon of their 
father’s death. 
  
Walter (Wondering in, still more oriented to sleep than to a new day).
 Well, what was you doing all that yelling for if I can’t even get in 
there yet? (Stopping and thinking). Check coming today? 
Ruth. They said Saturday and this is just Friday and I hopes to God you 
ain’t going to get up here first thing this morning and start talking to 
me ‘bout no money-‘cause I ‘bout don’t want to hear it. 
Walter. Something the matter with you this morning? 
 
 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 The utterances above do not fulfill the maxim of quantity. Walter does not 
appropriately answer Ruth’s request with another question. 
 The maxim of quality in the dialog above is not fulfilled. Walter is false in 
answering Ruth’s request by another question “Something the matter with you this 
morning?”. 
 The dialog does not obey the maxim of relevance. Walter does not 
relevantly answer Ruth’s request with a question.  
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Ruth applies request strategy of Wishes. Ruth’s request is expressed 
politely as a wish. She expresses the request by the word ‘I hope to God’ in her 
request “I hopes to God you ain’t going to get up here first thing this morning and 
start talking to me ‘bout no money”. 
 Ruth’s wish above implicates that Ruth asks Walter not to talk about 
money in the morning.  
  
 
Data 7/1708/W 
 Walter is going to go to work. He goes to his work place by taking a 
public transportation. That morning, he does not have any money to pay the bus, 
so he asks Ruth for money. 
Walter (To Ruth). I need some money for carfare. 
Ruth (Looks at him, then warms; teasing, but tenderly). Fifty cents? 
(She goes to her bag and gets money.) Here, take a taxi. 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 The dialog above obeys the maxim of quantity and quality. Walter answers 
Walter’s request appropriately by giving him the money he asks. He also correctly 
addresses Walter’s statement ‘I need some money for carfare’ as a request.   
 The conversation also obeys the maxim of relevance. It is proved in Ruth’s 
answer “Fifty cents?” this relevant with Walter’s request to ask some money for 
carfare. 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Walter informs Ruth that he needs some money to carfare. However, he 
expresses his request bluntly as a demand. The word ‘need’ shows the 
illocutionary force of requesting. Walter is performing an indirect request strategy 
of Desires/Needs. 
 Walter’s statement, “I need some money for carfare” implicates that he 
wants Ruth to give him the money. 
 
  
Data 9/1710/D/N 
 All of the Younger families wake up that morning. They have a small 
conversation in the kitchen. Ruth remembers about the check Walter asked her 
this morning. She wants to know what Mama is going to do with the money 
because Walter wants to invest it in liquor store. 
Ruth. What are you going to do with it? 
Mama. Now don’t you start, child. It’s too early in the morning to be 
talking about money. It ain’t Christian, 
Ruth. It’s just that he got his heart set on that store— 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 The maxim of quantity is not obeyed. Ruth answers the request with more 
information than is required by Mama.  
 The maxim of quality is obeyed. Ruth addresses Mama’s statement as a 
request for her not to talk about money in the morning. She refuses the request 
indirectly by giving Mama some explanation.   
 However the dialog obeys the maxim of relevance. Ruth’s answer is 
relevant with Mama’s request. Ruth gives Mama some explanation that she needs 
to talk about the money although Mama requests her not to talk about it.  
 
The Analysis based on Implicature: 
Mama obviously requests Ruth not to talk about money by saying ‘Now 
don’t you start, child’. This is supported by her utterance ‘It’s too early in the 
morning to be talking about money. It ain’t Christian’.. Mama uses the request 
strategy of Desires/Needs. 
  
Mama’s statement “It’s too early in the morning to be talking about money. 
It ain’t Christian” above implicates that she asks Ruth not to talk about money in 
the morning.  
 
Data 10/1712/D/N 
 The Youngers lives in an apartment where they have to share the floor 
with the other family. That morning, like any other morning, they are disturbed by 
the noises of a vacuum cleaner from another floor of the apartment. Beneatha is 
very angry that she uses Lord’s name. 
Beneatha (Shrugging). How much cleaning can a house need, for 
Christ’s sake. 
Mama (Not liking the Lord’s used thus).  Bennie! 
Ruth. Just listen to her—just listen! 
Beneatha. Oh, God! 
Mama. If you use the Lord’s name just one more time— 
Beneatha (A bit of a whine). Oh, Mama— 
Ruth. Fresh—just fresh as salt, this girl! 
Beneatha (Drily). Well—if the salt loses its savor— 
Mama. Now that will do. I just ain’t going to have you ‘round here 
reciting the scriptures in vain—you hear me? 
Beneatha. How did I manage to get on everybody’s wrong side by just 
walking into a room? 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
Beneatha does not fulfill the maxim of quantity. It can be seen from her 
answer, “How did I manage to get on everybody’s wrong side by just walking into 
a room?” to Mama’s request. Her answer is more informative than is required, 
since she indirectly says that she refuses to fulfill what Mama commands. 
  
The maxim of quality is not fulfilled by Beneatha. She is false to address 
Mama’s request with a question. 
The maxim of relevance in the conversation above is not fulfilled. Beneatha 
does not answer Mama’s request relevantly. Mama warns her about the way she 
uses the Lord’s name inappropriately. If she understands what her false is, she will 
say sorry to Mama. 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 Mama uses the request strategy of Desires. She says the request bluntly. 
She stresses her request by using the sentence,  ”you hear me?”. This is not a 
polite way to ask someone to fulfill the request. 
 Mama’s statement,  “I just ain’t going to have you ‘round here reciting the 
scriptures in vain—you hear me?” implicates that Mama wants Beneatha to stop 
acting holy.  
 
Data 15/1716/D/N 
 The Youngers family has a house cleaning in the Saturday morning. Mama 
is giving the kitchen-area walls a washing down. Beneatha, in dungarees, with a 
handkerchief tied around her face. She sprays insecticide into the cracks in the 
walls. Travis goes out because he cannot stand of the insect spray smell. Walter is 
in the house, but he does not take any part in the house cleaning. He gets the 
phone and calls his friend, Willy Harris. 
Beneatha (Drily). I can’t imagine that it would hurt him—it has never 
hurt the roaches. 
Mama. Well, little boys’ hides ain’t as tough as Southside roaches. 
  
Walter (Into phone). Hello—Let me talk to Willy Harris. 
Mama. You better get over there behind the bureau. I seen one 
marching out of there like Napoleon yesterday. 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 In the dialog above, the maxim of quantity and quality are not obeyed. 
This is because there is no answer to contribute Walter’s request. 
 The maxim of relevance is not fulfilled in the dialog above. Walter’s 
request is not answered. 
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
Walter does not use the polite way in asking to talk to Harris in her phone 
conversation. His request, “Hello—Let me talk to Willy Harris” can be soften by 
adding the marker ‘please’. He performs a request strategy of Desires/Need, since 
he expresses his request bluntly. 
 Walter’s request, “Let me talk to Willy Harris” does not implicate 
anything. He says the request clearly. The request does not produce an implied 
meaning.  
 
 
Data 27/1735/W 
Beneatha and George come back from an evening out. They sit in a couch 
in front of Beneatha’s house. George tries to be romantic but Beneatha refuses it. 
She wants only wants to talk. 
  
George. O.K…O.K., whatever you say…(They both sit on the 
couch. He tries to kiss her. She moves away.) Look, we’ve had a 
nice evening; let’s not spoil it, huh?…(He again turns her head 
and tries to nuzzle in and she turns away from him, not with 
distant but with momentary lack of interest; in a mood to pursue 
what they were talking about.) 
Beneatha. I’m trying to talk to you. 
 
The Cooperative Principle Analysis 
 From the dialog above, the maxim of quantity is obeyed. Beneatha does 
not comply the request. She appropriately explains that she is trying to talk to him. 
The maxim of quality is obeyed by Beneatha. George’s request is clear 
enough. Beneatha answers “I’m trying to talk to you” as the indirect refusal. 
Beneatha fulfills the maxim of relevance. It is because her answer is relevant 
with George’s request. She refuses George’s request by saying ‘I’m trying to talk 
to you’.  
 
The Analysis Based on Implicature: 
 George employs request strategy of Wishes. However, he politely states 
the request. He does not directly blame her who spoils it. This can be seen from 
the word “let’s” in his request, “Look, we’ve had a nice evening; let’s not spoil it, 
huh?”. 
  
 George’s request here implies that he asks Beneatha for a kiss since he 
tries to kiss her but she moves away. 
 
C. Discussion 
 
 In this subchapter, the researcher discusses the result of the Analysis of the 
Data to find out the whole result of the analysis. The discussion includes the 
Request Strategy based on the theory of Trosborg and Implicatures of the request 
expressions, which have been previously analyzed in the analysis of the data. 
Here, the researcher only analyzes 3 major Categories of Request Strategy as 
proposed by Trosborg. They are: Indirect Request, Hearer-oriented Conditions, 
and Speaker-based Conditions. The requests with no explicit requestive 
illocutionary force are applied in those categories. The last category, namely 
Direct Request is not analyzed. This is based on consideration that in the category 
of Direct Request, the speaker makes the illocutionary point of his utterances 
explicit using a performative statement or an imperative. This seems related to 
order.  
 
1. Request Strategies 
 Based on the analysis of the data above, the researcher finds 33 data of 
request expressions in the script of the drama entitled A Raisin in the Sun. The 
data are classified into three categories of Request strategies based on the theory 
of Trosborg. They are: 
  
1).   Category 1: Indirect Request 
 The requests are categorized as Indirect Request since the speaker does not 
explicitly state his/her request for the desired action. The speaker omits to mention 
(or specify) of the desired act and avoid mentioning the hearer as the intended 
agent. Indirect Request employs one request strategy, namely Hinting strategy. 
Based on the analysis of the data, the researcher finds 12 data of Hinting strategy. 
It is because the speaker does not explicitly state the speaker’s request for the 
desired action. This is found in data 2, 6, 8, 11, 13, 16, 18, 21, 23, 31, 32, and 33.  
The characters apply the Hinting strategy by avoiding to mention the hearer as the 
intended agent as found in data 2. They also omit to specify the desired act (data 
8, 16, 21, 23, and 33). The rest of the data shows that the speaker uses a form 
which is normally associated as a question (data 6a, 11, 13, 18, 31, and 32).  
2). Category 2: Hearer-oriented Conditions 
 In this category of Hearer-oriented Condition, the hearer is in a position to 
control to decide whether or not to perform the request. The category of Hearer-
oriented conditions employs two strategies of request. They are 
Ability/Willingness and Suggestory formulae. From the analysis of the data above, 
the researcher finds 17 data of  request expressions  which belong  to  Category 2. 
9 Data use the request strategy of Ability/Willingness (data 3, 6, 12, 14, 17, 19, 20, 
22, and 30) since those request expressions refer to the hearer’s 
capacity/willingness to carry out the desired act. In request strategy of Ability, the 
speaker considers the hearer’s capacity to perform the desired act. This strategy is 
typically realized by Can/Could you/I?. The others use the request strategy of 
Suggestory formulae (data 4, 5, 23, 24, 25, 26, 28, and 29). This is because the 
  
characters consider the hearer’s cooperativeness in carrying out the request. It is 
typically presented by using the word Why don’t you. 
3). Category 3: Speaker-based Conditions. 
 The request expressions in which the speaker’s desires become the focal 
point of the interaction are categorized as Speaker-based Conditions. It places the 
speaker’s interest above the hearer’s. The request becomes more direct in its 
demand. Speaker-based conditions employ two strategies of request. They are: 
Desires/Needs and Wishes. The speaker’s statement of his/her intent may be 
expressed politely as a wish or more bluntly as a demand. Based on the analysis 
above, 6 data of request expressions belong to Category 3 (data 1, 7, 9, 10, 15, and 
27). Data 1, 7, and 27 apply the request strategy of Wishes since the speaker’s 
statement of his/her intent is expressed politely as a wish. The other 3 data 
(number 9, 10, and 15) use the request strategy of Desires/Needs. This is because 
the speaker’s statement of his/her intent is expressed more bluntly as a demand.   
 
2. Cooperative Principle 
 The analysis of the Cooperative Principle is done without the analysis of 
the maxim of manner. This maxim is different from the other maxims. It does not 
regulate what is said, but rather how something is said. In this research, the 
researcher does not see the intonations and the expressions of the speaker while 
they express the requests. It is because the researcher collects the data by only 
reading the data without watching the drama. This makes the analysis of the 
maxim of manner is impossible to be done. 
  
 Based on the analysis above, it can be concluded that the Cooperative 
Principle in the dialog contains request expressions in the script of drama entitled 
A Raisin in the Sun are not mostly fulfilled. This is shown with the violation of the 
maxims. There are 9 data, which obey the maxims of Quantity, Quality and 
Relevance, since the hearers answer the request appropriately and relevantly as is 
requested. They are data number 2, 4, 7, 13, 14, 17, 22, 27, and 28. The others are 
not perfect in obeying the maxims. The application of the maxims of Quantity, 
Quality and Relevance in the dialog containing request expressions will be 
discussed bellow: 
a). Maxim of Quantity 
 The number of data that fulfills the maxim of Quantity are 12. They are 
data number 2, 4, 7, 8, 11, 13, 14, 17, 21, 22, 28, and 27. This is because the 
hearers make the contributions to the requests appropriately. However, a request 
gives the addressee the options of complying or not complying. The hearers state 
the compliance or non-compliance appropriately not less or more. 
 However, there 21 data that violate this maxim. The violation happens 
because the hearers give more information than is requested by the request. This 
happens in data 1, 3, 5, 6ab, 9, 10, 12, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 23, 24, 25, 26, 29, 30 31, 
32, and 33.  While in data 3 and 25, the hearers give less information to the 
speaker.  
b). Maxim of Quality 
 Based on the analysis of the data, the researcher finds 21 (2, 8, 13, 28, 7, 
27, 9, 26, 24, 22, 20, 17, 14, 5, 4, 3, 21, 18, 16, 11, 8) data that obey the maxim of 
quality. This is because the hearers correctly address the speakers’ questions or 
  
statements as a request. In data 4, 5, 7, 13, 14, 17, 22, 28, the hearers comply with 
the request. Data 2, 3, 8, 9, 11,16, 18,20, 21, 24, 26, 27 the hearers do not comply 
the requests.  
 In addition, there are 14 data that violate the maxim of quality. The 
violation happens because the hearers do not correctly address the speakers’ 
questions or statements as a request. They are false in responding the requests, 
such as permission (data 12, 15 and 30), or an action (data 1, 6ab, 10, 19, 23, 25, 
29, 31, 32 and 33). Instead, the hearers answer the request with another question 
or with irrelevant information to answer the request. The rest of the data shows 
that the hearers do not give any replies to the request. This is shown in data 4, 6, 
15, 23a/b, and 30.   
c). Maxim of Relevance 
 The maxim of relevance is fulfilled in data 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6a, 7, 9, 13, 14, 16, 
17, 18, 22, 24, 26, 27, 28 and 29. It is because the hearers address the speakers’ 
goals in asking the question or in stating the statements.  Their answers are 
relevant to the requests. 
 However, there are 16 data that violate the maxim of relevance. They are 
data 6b, 8, 10, 11, 12, 15, 19, 20, 21, 23a/b, 25, 30, 31, 32 and 33. The violation of 
the maxim happens because for there is no correlation between the responses 
given by the hearers to the requests. This deviation is due to some reasons. First, 
the hearers do not address the speakers’ goal in asking the questions or stating the 
statements (data 8, 11, 20, 21, 23 s/b, 30, 31, 32, and 33). Second, the requests are 
answered by a question (data 10, 12, 25 and 19). The rest, there are no replies to 
the requests (data 6b and 15). 
  
 
2. Implicatures 
Most of the request expressions in the text of the drama entitled A Raisin 
in the Sun have implicatures. There are only 14 data which do not have 
implicatures. They are data number 6b, 12, 14, 15, 17, 19, 20, 22, 23b, 24, 25, 28, 
29, and 30. It happens because there is no implied meaning found in the requests. 
Based on the analysis of the data above, the implicatures of the request 
expressions in the drama A Raisin in the Sun are revealed from the context in 
which the act of requesting occurs and also from the utterance meaning. 
The researcher finds that some of the implicatures on the request expressions 
in this research are revealed from the context in which the conversation 
happens. These kinds of implicatures on the request expressions need a work 
of interpretation by the hearers, so they can fulfill the request appropriately.  
These implicatures are classified into Particularized conversational 
implicatures since the implicatures arise because of some special factors 
inherent in the context of utterance. The implicatures are often different from 
what is literally seen on the request expressions. This means that the 
implicatures are not normally carried by the sentence used. This is because the 
intent has never been pronounced. It is found in data number 3, 4, 5, 8, 21, and 
27.  
For example, in data 3, Travis’s request to his mother Ruth “Could I 
maybe go carry some groceries in front of the supermarket for a little while after 
school then?” implicates that he wants to get the money by himself by helping 
people to carry their groceries in front of the supermarket. This implicature is 
  
drawn because Travis asks his mother, Ruth, for fifty cents to be brought to school 
but Ruth does not have any money to give. Then, he has an initiative to get the 
money by himself. 
In data 4, Ruth asks Walter “Walter Lee, Why don’t you leave that girl 
alone and get out of here to work?” when Walter asks about Beneatha’s medical 
fee. Here, Ruth’s question implicates that she is afraid if Beneatha will hurt when 
they talk about her medical school fee. This is because their family gets difficulty 
to effort Beneatha’s school fee. 
In data 21, Ruth asks Beneatha ‘Why must you and your brother make an 
argument out of everything people say?’ when Beneatha wears the Nigerian 
women robe to go out with George to the cinema. She forbids her not to wear the 
custom. Ruth’s request implicates that she asks Beneatha not to wear the costume 
to go out, because it looks eccentric.  
There are implicatures in the request expressions in this research which can be 
revealed without special background knowledge of the context of utterance. 
This is classified as Generalized conversational implicatures since the 
implicatures arise without any particular context. Data number 1, 2, 6a, 7, 9, 
10, 11, 13, 16, 18, 23a, 26, 31, 32, and 33 belong to Generalized 
conversational implicature. 
For example, in data 2, Travis’s utterance “This is the morning we supposed to 
bring the fifty cents to school” implicates that he requests her mother, Ruth, 
fifty cents to bring to school. The implicature can be revealed without any 
special contexts, although Travis says the request which is normally 
associated as a statement. 
  
In data 6a, Ruth asks Beneatha, “Bennie, why you always gotta be pickin’ on 
your brother?” which implicates that she wants Beneatha to be nice to her 
brother, Walter, instead of hating each other. The implicature is just the opposite 
of what is asked. This also happens in data 11. 
In data 16, Mama asks Beneatha “Who is that you inviting over here with this 
house looking like this?”. Here, Mama’s question implicates that Mama asks 
Beneatha not to invite somebody to the house while the house is being 
cleaned. Mama reminds Beneatha about the condition of the house. It is 
obvious that Mama disagrees with Beneatha’s idea to let her friend to come.  
 
CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
 
A. Conclusions 
 Considering the problem statements and the result of the data analysis, the 
researcher draws some conclusions as follows: 
1. It is concluded that there are five request strategies employed by 
the characters in the drama “A Raisin in the Sun’, namely Hinting strategies, 
Ability/Willingness, Suggestory formulae, Wishes and Desires/Needs. Those 
strategies are spread out in three categories of indirect request. The categories are 
Indirect Request, Hearer-oriented Conditions, and Speakers-based Conditions. 
Category 1: Indirect Request. It is a request whom the speaker does not 
explicitly state his/her request for the desired action. The speaker omits to mention 
(or specify) of the desired act and avoid mentioning the hearer as the intended 
agent. Category I employs one request strategy, namely Hinting strategy. Based 
  
on the analysis of the data, 12 data apply the request strategy of Hinting strategy. 
It is because the speaker does not explicitly state the speaker’s request for the 
desired action.  
Category 2: Hearer-oriented Conditions. In this category, the hearer is in a 
position to control to decide whether or not to perform the request. It employs two 
request strategies. They are Ability/Willingness and Suggestory formulae. 9 Data 
use the request strategy of Ability/Willingness since those request expressions 
refer to the hearer’s capacity/willingness to carry out the desired act. In request 
strategy of Ability, the speaker considers the hearer’s capacity to perform the 
desired act. This strategy is typically realized by Can/Could you/I?. Meanwhile, 8 
data use the request strategy of Suggestory formulae. This is because the 
characters consider the hearer’s cooperativeness in carrying out the request. It is 
typically presented by using the word Why don’t you. 
Category 3: Speaker-based Conditions. This belongs to the request which 
the speaker’s desires become the focal point of the interaction. It places the 
speaker’s interest above the hearer’s. The request becomes more direct in its 
demand. This category also applies two request strategies. They are: 
Desires/Needs and Wishes. Based on the analysis above, data 1, 7, and 27 apply 
the request strategy of Wishes since the speaker’s statement of his/her intent is 
expressed politely as a wish. Then, 3 other data (number 9, 10, and 15) use the 
request strategy of Desires/Needs. This is because the speaker’s statement of 
his/her intent is expressed more bluntly as a demand.   
The researcher finds that the request strategy of Hinting strategy potentially 
produces implicatures since the speakers’ illocutionary force of requesting is not 
  
explicit in their statements or questions. While, in the other request strategies, the 
hearers recognize the speakers’ illocutionary force of requesting since the 
speakers are questioning the hearers’ ability/willingness to carry out the desired 
act, which is typically realized by ‘Can/could you/I’ or ‘Can’t you’ and ‘Will 
you’. The strategy is also questioning the hearers’ cooperativeness in carrying out 
the desired act, which is typically presented by ‘Why don’t you’. The hearers also 
recognize the speakers’ illocutionary force of requesting from the speakers’ 
explicit wish/desires/needs which is typically realized by ‘I need/I want/Let’. 
However, the implicatures of the request expressions are also revealed from its 
contexts. The implicatures are revealed to realize the effective communication. 
 
2. Based on the result of the analysis of the data, the analysis of the maxim of 
manner is impossible to be done. This is because the researcher collects the data 
by only reading the data without watching the drama so that the intonations and 
the expressions of the speaker while they express the request can be known by the 
researcher. The Cooperative Principle in this research is analyzed based on the 
three maxims of Quantity, Quality, and Relevance. 
 However, 9 data fulfill the maxims of Quantity, Quality, and Relevance, 
since the hearers answer the request appropriately and relevantly as is requested. 
This happens in the requests without any implicatures on it. 
 In term of maxims of quantity, 12 data fulfill this maxim. This is because 
the hearers make the contributions to the requests appropriately with a compliance 
or non-compliance. Meanwhile, 22 data violate this maxim. The violation happens 
because the hearers give more or less information than is requested by the request.  
  
 In the maxim of quality, the researcher finds 21 data that obey this maxim. 
The hearers correctly address the speakers’ questions or statements as a request by 
giving a compliance or non-compliance. Meanwhile, 14 data violate the maxim of 
quality. This happens because the hearers do not correctly address the speakers’ 
questions or statements as a request. They are false in responding the requests. 
The hearers answer the request with another question or with irrelevant 
information to answer the request. The rest of the data shows that the hearers do 
not give any replies to the request.  
In the application of the maxim of relevance, it is found that 18 data 
fulfilled this maxim. The hearers address the speakers’ goals in asking the 
question or in stating the statements (in the request strategy of Hinting strategy). 
In the other request strategies, the hearers answer the request relevantly as is 
requested in the request. However, 17 data violate the maxim of relevance, since 
there is no correlation between the responses given by the hearers to the requests. 
This is due to some reasons. First, the hearers do not address the speakers’ goal in 
asking the questions or stating the statements. Second, the requests are answered 
by questions. The rest, there are no replies to the requests. 
 
3.   Based on the analysis of implicatures, it is concluded that most of the 
request expressions in the drama A Raisin in the Sun have implicatures. Only 14 
data do not have any implicatures since there are no implied meanings found in 
the requests.  
The implicatures of the request expressions in this research are classified 
into two types. First, the Particularized conversational implicatures in which the 
  
implicatures should be interpreted based on the context in which the conversation 
happens. 5 Data are classified into Particularized conversational implicatures. This 
implicature needs a work of interpretation by the hearers, so that they can fulfill 
the request appropriately since the implicatures are often different from what is 
literally seen on the request expressions. Second, the Generalized conversational 
implicatures where the implicatures arise without any particular context. 16 data 
belong to this type.  
 
B. Suggestions 
 
 This research has been focused on the conversational implicatures on the 
request expressions. Since pragmatics covers much more than that, it is suggested 
to other researchers who are interested in Pragmatics to conduct a study on the 
internal modification on request based on Trosborg’s theory. 
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Data 1/1702/W 
 Ruth yells to Walter to get up because it is already seven thirty. He has to 
go to work and he also has to share the bathroom with the other family in the 
same floor. Travis is using the bathroom, so Walter has to wait for him. In the 
  
kitchen, he asks Ruth about the insurance check Mama will receive soon of their 
father’s death. 
 
Walter (Wondering in, still more oriented to sleep than to a new day).
 Well, what was you doing all that yelling for if I can’t even get in 
there yet? (Stopping and thinking). Check coming today? 
Ruth. They said Saturday and this is just Friday and I hopes to God you 
ain’t going to get up here first thing this morning and start talking to 
me ‘bout no money-‘cause I ‘bout don’t want to hear it. 
Walter. Something the matter with you this morning? 
 
 
Data 2/1703/HS 
 Travis is having a breakfast before he goes to school. He reminds his 
mother, Ruth, that today is Friday the day he should bring fifty cents to school. It 
is not like usual that Ruth does not give him the money. 
 
Travis (Eating). This is the morning we supposed to bring the fifty 
cents to school. 
Ruth. Well, I ain’t got no fifty cents this morning. 
 
Data 3/1703/A/W 
 While having breakfast Travis asks his mother, Ruth, for fifty cents 
because this day he is supposed to bring the money to school. But Ruth does not 
have any money to give. Travis plans to ask the money from his grandmother and 
first he asks permission from his mother. But Ruth does not permit him to ask the 
money from his grandmother. Then, he has an idea to ask it from his father, 
Walter, but Ruth warns him. Finally, Travis got an idea to go carry groceries in 
front of the supermarket after school. 
 
Travis. You think Grandmama would have it? 
Ruth. No! And I want you to stop asking our grandmother for money, 
you hear me? 
Travis (Outraged). Gaaaleee! I don’t ask, she just gimme it sometimes! 
Ruth. Travis Willard Younger—I got too much on me this morning to 
be— 
Travis.    Maybe Daddy— 
Ruth. Travis!  
(The boy hushes abruptly. They are both quiet and tense for several 
seconds.) 
Travis (Presently). Could I maybe go carry some groceries in front of 
the supermarket for a little while after school then? 
Ruth. Just hush, I said. (Travis jobs his spoon into his cereal bowl 
viciously, and rests his head in anger upon his fists.) If you 
through eating, you can get over there and make up your bed. 
 
Data 4/1707/SF 
  
 Walter does not agree if his sister, Beneatha, takes the medical school. He 
doubts if she could reach her dream to be a doctor, because it costs a lot of money 
to pay the medical school. Ruth is trying to stop Walter to talk about Beneatha’s 
medical school fee in front of her, since it can hurt her. 
 
Walter (Defensively). I’m interested in you. Something wrong with that? 
ain’t many girls who decide— 
Walter and Beneatha (In unison).  –“to be a doctor”. 
(Silence). 
Walter. Have we figured out yet just exactly how much medical school is 
going to cost? 
Ruth. Walter Lee, Why don’t you leave that girl alone and get out of here 
to work? 
Beneatha   (Exits to the bathroom and bangs and bangs on the door).   
Come on out of there, please! 
 ( She comes back into the room.) 
Walter   ( Looking at his sister intently). You know the check is 
coming tomorrow. 
 
Data 5/1708/SF 
 Beneatha is very angry to Walter because he does not seem to support her to 
be a doctor. In fact, all of the family has made sacrifices for her. Meanwhile 
Walter thinks that she is just doing nothing for the family.  
 
Beneatha (With fury). What do you want from me, Brother—that I 
quit school or just drop dead, which! 
Walter. I don’t want nothing but for you to stop acting holy ‘round 
here. Me and Ruth done made some sacrifices for you—why can’t 
you do something for the family? 
Ruth. Walter, don’t be dragging me in it. 
Walter.   You are in it—Don’t you get up and go work in somebody’s 
kitchen for the last three years to help put clothes on her back? 
Ruth. Oh Walter—that’s not fair… 
Walter.   It ain’t that nobody expect you to get on your knees and say 
thank you, Brother; thank you, Ruth; thank you, Mama—and thank 
you, Travis, for wearing the same pair of shoes for two semesters— 
Beneatha   (Dropping to her knees).   Well—I do—all right?—thank 
everybody…and forgive me for ever wanting to be anything at 
all…forgive me, forgive me! 
 
 
 
 
Data 6a,b/1708/HS 
 Walter disappointed to his family, because none of his family supports his 
dream to raise the family out of the poverty by using the insurance money to open 
  
the liquor store. Walter says his disappointment to Beneatha and Ruth by mocking 
them, and Beneatha replies the mocking. 
 
Walter (looking at his wife and his sister from the door, very sadly).
 The world’s most backward race of people, and that’s a fact. 
Beneatha (Turning slowly in her chair). And then there are all those 
prophets who would lead us out of the wilderness—(Walter slams 
out of the house)—into the swamps! 
Ruth. Bennie, why you always gotta be pickin’ on your brother? Can’t 
you be a little sweeter sometimes? 
 
 
Data 7/1708/W 
 Walter is going to go to work. He goes to his work place by taking a 
public transportation. That morning, he does not have any money to pay the bus, 
so he asks Ruth for money. 
 
Walter (To Ruth). I need some money for carfare. 
Ruth (Looks at him, then warms; teasing, but tenderly). Fifty cents? 
(She goes to her bag and gets money.) Here, take a taxi. 
 
 
Data 8/1709/HS 
 Mama is just entering the room. She finds Ruth, her daughter-in law, she 
looks very peaked ironing all of the family’s cloths. Mama feels pity for her. 
There is Beneatha, her daughter, in that room too. Beneatha is wearing her bright-
red flannel nightie. 
 
Mama. My children and they tempers. Lord, if this little old plant don’t get 
more sun than it’s been getting it ain’t never going to see spring again. 
( She turns from the window.) What the matter with you this morning, 
Ruth? You looks right peaked. You aiming to iron all them things? 
Leave some for me. I’ll get to ‘em this afternoon. Bennie honey, it’s 
too drafty to you to be sitting ‘round half dressed. Where’s your robe? 
Beneatha. In the cleaners. 
 
 
Data 9/1710/D/N 
 Mama and the other family are all wake up. They have a small 
conversation in the kitchen. Ruth remembers about the check Walter asked her 
this morning, she wants to know what Mama is going to do with the money 
because Walter wants to invest it in liquor store. 
 
Ruth. What are you going to do with it? 
Mama. Now don’t you start, child. It’s too early in the morning to be 
talking about money. It ain’t Christian, 
Ruth. It’s just that he got his heart set on that store— 
 
  
Data 10/1712/D/N 
 The Youngers lives in an apartment where they have to share the floor 
with the other family. That morning, like any other morning, they are disturbed by 
the noises of a vacuum cleaner from another floor of the apartment. Beneatha is 
very angry that she uses Lord’s name. 
Beneatha (Shrugging). How much cleaning can a house need, for 
Christ’s sake. 
Mama (Not liking the Lord’s used thus).  Bennie! 
Ruth. Just listen to her—just listen! 
Beneatha. Oh, God! 
Mama. If you use the Lord’s name just one more time— 
Beneatha (A bit of a whine). Oh, Mama— 
Ruth. Fresh—just fresh as salt, this girl! 
Beneatha (Drily). Well—if the salt loses its savor— 
Mama. Now that will do. I just ain’t going to have you ‘round here 
reciting the scriptures in vain—you hear me? 
Beneatha. How did I manage to get on everybody’s wrong side by just 
walking into a room? 
 
 
Data 11/1713/HS 
 Beneatha plans to take guitar lesson starting from today.  Mama and Ruth 
have the same feeling that she is not going to learn guitar seriously. This is 
because she had so many things to learn before it but then she did not take it 
seriously at last. 
Mama (Smiling). Lord, child, don’t you know what to do with 
yourself? How long it going to be before you get tired of this now—
like you got tired of that little play-acting group you joined last year? 
(Looking at Ruth.) And what was it the year before that? 
Ruth. The horseback-riding club for which she bought that fifty-five 
dollar riding habit that’s been hanging in the closet ever since! 
Mama (To Beneatha). Why you got to flit so from one thing to another 
baby? 
Beneata (Sharply). I just want to learn to play the guitar. Is there 
anything wrong with that? 
 
 
Data 12/1716/A/W 
 The Youngers is having a house cleaning in Saturday morning. Mama is 
giving the kitchen-area walls a washing down. Beneatha, with a handkerchief tied 
around her face, is spraying insecticide into the cracks in the walls. Travis, the 
sole idle one, is leaning on his arms, looking out the window. 
 
Travis. Grandmama, that stuff is using smells awful. Can I go 
downstairs, please? 
Mama. Did you get all them chores done already? I ain’t seen you 
doing much. 
Travis. Yes’m—finished early. Where did Mama go this morning? 
  
 
 
Data 13/1716/HS 
 The Youngers is having a house cleaning in Saturday morning. Mama is 
giving the kitchen-area walls a washing down. Beneatha, with a handkerchief tied 
around her face, is spraying insecticide into the cracks in the walls. Travis, the 
sole idle one, is leaning on his arms, looking out the window. 
 
Travis. Grandmama, that stuff is using smells awful. Can I go 
downstairs, please? 
Mama. Did you get all them chores done already? I ain’t seen you 
doing much. 
Travis. Yes’m—finished early. Where did Mama go this morning? 
 
 
Data 14/1716/A/W 
 Travis has done his part in the house cleaning. He is disturbed by the smell 
of the insecticide sprayed by Beneatha. So, he wants to go out.  
 
 
Travis. Yes’m—finished early. Where did Mama go this morning? 
Mama (Looking at  Beneatha). She had to go on a little errand. 
Travis. Where? 
Mama. To tend to her business. 
Travis. Can I go outside then? 
Mama. Oh, I guess so. You better stay right in front of the house, 
though…and keep a good lookout for the postman. 
 
 
Data 15/1716/D/N 
 The Youngers family is in a house cleaning in the Saturday morning. 
Mama is giving the kitchen-area walls a washing down. Beneatha, in dungarees, 
with a handkerchief tied around her face. She sprays insecticide into the cracks in 
the walls. Travis goes out because he cannot stand of the insect spray smell. 
Walter is in the house, but he does not take any part in the house cleaning. He gets 
the phone and calls for his friend, Willy Harris. 
 
Beneatha (Drily). I can’t imagine that it would hurt him—it has never 
hurt the roaches. 
Mama. Well, little boys’ hides ain’t as tough as Southside roaches. 
Walter (Into phone). Hello—Let me talk to Willy Harris. 
Mama. You better get over there behind the bureau. I seen one 
marching out of there like Napoleon yesterday. 
 
 
Data 16/1717/HS 
 The house cleaning is in progress at Youngers family that Saturday 
morning. Asagai, Beneatha’s friend, calls Beneatha to tell her that he had arrived 
  
from Canada and brought her something. Beneatha invites him to her house to see 
what he brought for her, although she knows that Mama hates if she lets people 
come over the house when they have a house cleaning. 
 
 (The phone rings). 
Beneatha (At the phone). Hay-lo…(Pause, and a moment of 
recognition.) Well—when did you get back!…And how was it?…Of 
course I’ve missed you—in my way…This morning? No…house 
cleaning and all that and Mama hates it if I let people come over when 
the house is like this…You have? Well, that’s different…What is it—
Oh, what the hell, come on over…Right, see you then. 
Mama (Who has listened vigorously, as is her habit). Who is that you 
inviting over here with this house looking like this? You ain’t got the 
pride you was born with! 
Beneatha. Asagai doesn’t care how houses look, Mama—he’s an 
intellectual. 
 
 
 
Data 17/1720/A/W 
Asagai is in the Youngers’ house to meet Beneatha to give her something 
he brought from Canada. After he gives it to her, then he leaves the house. 
Asagai (With charm). For you—I would do much more. . . Well, that is 
what I came for. I must go. 
Beneatha. Will you call me Monday? 
Asagai. Yes…We have a great deal to talk about. I mean about 
identity and time and all that. 
 
 
Data 18/1721/HS 
Ruth is coming out from her room not long after Mama told her to lie down 
and take a rest because she looks sick. She looks depressed after she came back 
from doctor and knows that she is pregnant. 
Mama. Who told you to get up? 
Ruth. Ain’t nothing wrong with me to be lying in no bed for. Where did 
Bennie go? 
 
 
Data 19/1723/A/W 
 The check of the insurance money they are waiting for comes that morning 
by mail. There is only Mama, Ruth and Travis in the house. Travis receives it 
from the postman. Mama opens the envelope and she finds a check of ten 
thousand dollars written on it for her. Then, Walter who has also been waiting for 
it enters the house to see the check. 
 
  (Walter enters in great excitement). 
Walter. Did it come? 
  
Mama (Quietly). Can’t you give people a Christian greeting before 
you start asking about money?  
Walter   (To Ruth).   Did it come? (Ruth unfolds the check and lays it 
quietly before him, watching him intently with thoughts of her own. 
Walter sits down and grasps it close and counts off the zeroes.) Ten 
thousand dollars--) He turns suddenly, frantically to his mother and 
draws some papers out of his breast pocket.) Mama—look. Old 
Willy Harris put everything on paper-- 
 
 
Data 20/1723/A/W 
 Walter has a plan with the insurance money to open a liquor store with his 
friends long before the check comes. He and his friend have prepared everything 
for the liquor store. But none of the family agrees with his idea. 
Walter (To Ruth). Did it come? (Ruth unfold the check and lays it 
quietly before him, watching him intently with thoughts of her 
own. Walter sits down and grasps it close and counts off the 
zeroes.).   Ten thousand dollars—(He turns suddenly, frantically to 
his mother and draws some papers out of his breast pocket).   
Mama—look. Old Willy Harris put everything on paper— 
Mama. Son—I think you ought to talk to your wife. . . I’ll go on 
out and leave you alone if you want— 
Walter. WILL SOMEBODY PLEASE LISTEN TO ME TODAY? 
Mama (Quietly). I don’t ‘low no yellin in this house, Walter Lee, and 
you know it—(Walter stares at them in frustration and starts to 
speak several times). And there ain’t going to be no investing in 
no liquor stores. I don’t aim to have to speak on that again. 
 
 
Data 21/1728/HS 
 Beneatha is wearing the costume Asagai brought from Canada, a Nigerian 
women robe. She plans to go out with George with that costume to the theatre, she 
feels very proud of her heritage. George is not pleased with her costume. He 
wants her to change the costume because she looks eccentrics. 
George.    Oh, don’t be so proud of yourself, Bennie—just because you 
look eccentric. 
Beneatha. How can something that’s natural be eccentric? 
George.    That’s what being eccentric means—being natural. Get dressed. 
Beneatha. I don’t like that, George. 
Ruth. Why must you and your brother make an argument out of 
everything people say? 
Beneatha. Because I hate assimilationist Negroes! 
 
 
Data 22/1728/A/W 
 Beneatha is very proud of her Negroes heritage although she is born and 
lives in America. She does not want to assimilate like the other assimilationist 
Negroes living in America including her friend, George, gets assimilate with 
  
white Americans. Meanwhile, Ruth, who is there and hears their conversation, just 
has no idea about what assimilationist is. 
 
Ruth. Why must you and your brother make an argument out of 
everything people say? 
Beneatha. Because I hate assimilationist Negroes! 
Ruth. Will somebody please tell me what assimila-whoever means! 
George. Oh, it’s just a college girl’s way of calling Uncle Tom’s—
but that isn’t what it means at all. 
 
 
Data 23a,b/1729/HS 
 George is waiting for Beneatha in the living room while she is changing 
her costumes in her bedroom. Walter is in the living room too. He tries to make a 
light conversation with George. Then, he asks Ruth to serve drink for them. 
 
Walter (Staring her down). Plenty! (Pause). What we got to drink in this 
house? Why don’ you offer this man some refreshment? (To George.) 
They don’t know how to entertain people in this house, man. 
George. Thank you—I don’t really care for anything. 
 
 
Data 24/1731/SF 
 Ruth feels that Walter never communicates anything with her anymore 
after she does not give her support his idea to open the liquor store, instead she 
agrees with Mama’s idea to buy a bigger house than the house they live in now. 
 
Walter (Yelling.). Don’t start! 
Ruth.   Start what? 
Walter. Your nagging! Where was I? Who was I with? How much 
money did I spend? 
Ruth (Plaintively.). Walter Lee—why don’t we just try to talk about 
it?….. 
Walter   (Not listening).   I been out talking with people who understand 
me. People who care about the things I got on my mind. 
 
 
 
Data 25/1731/SF 
 Walter often says something that make Ruth hurts. Walter does it as the 
expression of his disappointment because he does not get her support to open the 
liquor store with the insurance money. He thinks that she could only do nothing 
but moan. 
 
Ruth. Oh Walter…..(Softly.) Honey, why can’t you stop fighting me? 
Walter (Without thinking.). Who’s fighting you? Who even cares about 
you? 
 
  
 
Data 26/1733/SF 
 Travis comes home after all day long he goes out. His mother, Ruth, is 
angry with him. Travis tries to explain the reason why he goes that long. But, she 
does not give him a change to explain his reason. 
Travis (To his mother). Mama, I— 
Ruth.  “Mama I” nothing! You’re going to get it, boy! Get on in 
that bedroom and get yourself ready! 
Travis. But I— 
Mama. Why don’t you all never let the child explain hisself? 
Ruth.  Keep out of it now, Lena. 
 
Data 27/1735/W 
Beneatha and George come back from an evening out. They sit in a couch 
in front of Beneatha’s house. George tries to be romantic but Beneatha refuses it. 
She wants to discuss about a serious think. 
George. O.K…O.K., whatever you say…(They both sit on the 
couch. He tries to kiss her. She moves away.) Look, we’ve had a 
nice evening; let’s not spoil it, huh?…(He again turns her head 
and tries to nuzzle in and she turns away from him, not with 
distant but with momentary lack of interest; in a mood to pursue 
what they were talking about.) 
Beneatha. I’m trying to talk to you. 
 
 
Data 28/1740/SF 
 In Saturday morning, one week after Mama bought a house in the 
Clybourne Park, comes Mr. Lindner, a representative of the Clybourne Park 
Improvement Association, to meet Mama. He comes to say the interest of the 
Clybourne Park neighborhood concerns with their movement. 
 
Lindner. How do you do. 
Walter (Amiably, as he sits himself easily on a chair, leaning with interest 
forward on his knees and looking expectantly into the newcomer’s 
face). What can we do for you, Mr. Lindner! 
Lindner (Some minor shuffling of the hat and briefcase on his knees).
 Well—I am a representative of the Clybourne Park Improvement 
Association— 
  
Walter (Pointing). Why don’t you sit your things on the floor? 
Lindner. Oh—yes. Thank you. (He slides the briefcase and hat 
under the chair). And as I was saying—I am from the Clybourne 
Park Improvement Association and we have had it brought to our 
attention at the last meeting that you people—or at least your 
mother—has bought a piece of residential property at—(He digs for 
the slip of paper again)—four o six Clybourne Street… 
 
 
Data 29/1745/SF 
 The family does some packing to move to their new house. They waits for 
the moving man to bring them. Meanwhile, Walter waits for his friend who is 
going to come to the house to give him the license of liquor store his friend has 
arranged for him without Mama and the other family knowledge. Then, the bell 
rings. 
 
  (The bell rings.) 
Mama. You expecting company, son? 
Walter (Just looking at the door). Yeah—yeah… 
 (Mama looks at Ruth, and they exchange innocent and unfrightened 
glances). 
Mama (Not understanding). Well, let them in, son. 
Beneatha (From her room). We need some more string. 
Mama. Travis—you run to the hardware and get me some string 
cord. 
 (Mama goes out and Walter turns and looks at Ruth. Travis goes to 
a dish for money). 
Ruth. Why don’t you answer the door, man? 
Walter   (Suddently bounding across the floor to her).   ‘Cause sometimes 
it hard to let the future begin! (Swooping down in her face.) 
 
 
Data 30/1746/A/W 
 Walter’s friend, Bobo finally comes to the house. Walter has been waiting 
for him for the liquor store license Bobo and Willy Harris has arranged for him. 
But something bad happens to Bobo. It is because Willy Harris has betrayed them. 
He has gone away with Walter’s money. Bobo cannot find him anywhere. He tries 
to say it to Walter. 
 
Walter. You right on time today…Right on time. That’s the way! 
(He slaps Bobo on his back). Sit down…lemme hear. 
Bobo (His frightened eyes on the floor, his hat in his hands). Could I 
please get a drink of water, before I tell you about it, Walter Lee? 
 (Walter does not take his eyes off the man. Ruth goes blindly to the 
tap and gets a glass of water and brings it to Bobo). 
Walter.    There ain’t nothing wrong , is there? 
 
 
  
Data 31/1751/HS 
 Walter is going out from the house by slamming the door. The slam is 
very loud that Ruth can hear it in another room. Ruth is wondering if her husband, 
Walter, has had a clash again with Beneatha. 
 
Ruth (Anxiously with frightened eyes). You didn’t say nothing bad to him, 
did you? 
Beneatha. Bad? Say anything bad to him? No—I told him he was a 
sweet boy and full of dreams and everything is strictly peachy keen, as 
the ofay kids say! 
 
 
Data 32/1754/HS 
 The Younger family is refused to move to the Clybourne Park, since they 
are colored people. Walter is very angry, but he has no idea what to do. He says to 
Mama that he would go to the Clybourne Park to see the people there and get 
down on his knees to beg the money from them as the compensation for their 
refusal to receive his black family to move there. Beneatha is very disappointed to 
hear that. She is ashamed to have a brother like him. He has no shame to beg 
people for money.  
 
Beneatha. That is not a man. That is nothing but a toothless rat. 
Mama. Yes—death done come walking in my house. On the lips of my 
children. You what supposed to be my harvest. (To Beneatha) You—
you mourning your brother? 
Beneatha. He’s no brother of mine. 
 
 
 
Data 33/1757/HS 
 In their preparation to move to their new house, Beneatha announces her 
family that Asagai asks her to marry him and go to Africa to be a doctor in Africa. 
Walter thinks that it is not a good idea to go to Africa.  He wishes Beneatha would 
marry a rich man such as George Murchison. 
 
Walter. Girl, if you don’t get all them silly ideas out your head! You better 
marry yourself a man with some loot… 
Beneatha (Angrily, precisely as in the first scene of the play). What have 
you got to do with who I marry! 
Walter. Plenty. Now I think George Murchison— 
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